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Inside, KEM Electric
Cooperative shares
more photos of the
1966 blizzard.
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• Contact safety@kemelectric.com
• And more
Clearing mammoth drift in central North Dakota, early March 1966.
www.kemelectric.com
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Sebastian Krumm’s house near
Hague had snow to the rooftop.
Krumm had to shovel snow from
the roof into the attic to get out
of the house. The roof began to
crack under the weight of the
snow so Krumm used household
furniture to brace the roof against
the weight of the snow. The
car in front of the house where
the men (including Krumm
and National Guard troops)
are shoveling was crushed by
the weight of the snow. Only
Krumm’s dog enjoyed the results
of the storm; he ran up the drifts,
over the roof and down the other
side. Photo dated March 9, 1966.

‘Worst blizzard in history’
pummels state in 1966

“Worst Blizzard in History Hits Emmons,” the March 9,
1966, Emmons County Record front-page headline blared.
“It took just three nights and two days last week for an
entirely new – and almost unbelievable – chapter to be
added to the weather history of most of North Dakota,” the
story stated.
The March 1966 blizzard claimed lives, devastated
livestock herds and engulfed homes and businesses.
The Emmons County Record estimated the snowfall at 24
inches, “propelled by winds gusting up to 65 miles per hour,
thus causing a condition that has not been seen in this area
for at least 54 years – and perhaps even longer.”
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KEM Electric Cooperative’s Leonard Vetsch traveled
aboard a National Guard helicopter to fix about five outages,
the Emmons County Record reported, as line crews battled
the blizzard to keep power restored.
“Probably the busiest men during the storm, on the local
level, were the Montana-Dakota Utilities and KEM Electric
men, who did their utmost to keep electric power flowing
throughout their lines,” the Emmons County Record shared.
You can read more about the March 1966 blizzard on
this 50th anniversary of the epic storm, and KEM Electric
Cooperative’s efforts during the storm, inside this month’s
North Dakota Living magazine. n
www.kemelectric.com
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ATTEND YOUR ANNUAL MEETING!
KEM Electric Cooperative
2016 Annual Meeting
June 16, 2016
Linton Public School, Linton

Interested in becoming a director?

I

f you are interested in becoming a director for KEM
Electric Cooperative, you must understand the process
for filing a petition.
KEM Electric Cooperative’s 2016 annual meeting will
be held June 16 at the Linton Public School. This year, the
director seats up for election are those of Milton Brandner in
District 3 and Dean Hummel at large.
KEM Electric Cooperative is overseen by a seven-member
board of directors which is elected by you - the members and
owners of the electric cooperative.
The cooperative is divided into five districts, with one
director representing each district and two at-large board
seats. The current board of directors includes: District 1,
John Beck; District 2, Carter Vander Wal; District 3, Milton
Brandner; District 4, Victor J. Wald; District 5, Dean Dewald;
at-large director, Dean Hummel; and at-large director,
Carmen Essig.
You may obtain a petition from KEM Electric
Cooperative. Please call KEM Electric at 701-254-4666 if you
have any questions.
Following is the section of the bylaws pertaining to filing a
petition for a director

Important dates:
May 2: Last date for nomination by petition
June 16: Annual meeting
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404. Member Petition-Form.
(a) Each petition shall contain the following:
1. The name of the member nominee.
2. The director position for which the member nominee
shall run.
3. The printed names, addresses and telephone numbers,
date of signature, and original signatures of each member
signing the petition.
4. At least 25 signatures of the members of the respective
district, or members at large, as the case may be.
(b) In the case of joint members, the signature of one
or more than one joint member shall constitute one
joint member.
(c) Firms, associations, corporations or body politics
shall have the right to place one signature on a petition,
the same as other members, by the signature of a duly
appointed representative.
(d) Petitions may not be circulated or signed more than 90
days before the date when petitions must be filed pursuant
to this bylaw. Any signatures to a nominating petition
obtained more than 90 days before that date may not
be counted.
(e) All petitions must be filed at the principal oﬃces of the
cooperative not less than 45 days prior to the date of the
meeting of the members, as fixed by the board of directors.
(f) After verifying that a petition complies with this bylaw,
the secretary of the board of directors shall post a list
of nominations for directors at the principal oﬃce of
the cooperative at least 30 days before the meeting of
the members. n
www.kemelectric.com
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District 1
John Beck

District 2
Carter Vander Wal

At-large director
Dean Hummel

At-large director
Carmen Essig

District 3
Milton Brandner

District 4
Victor J. Wald

District 5
Dean Dewald

Directors represent
the members

K

EM Electric Cooperative is overseen
by a seven-member board of
directors elected by you – the
members. During the annual meeting each
year, KEM Electric Cooperative members
elect fellow members to represent them on
the board of directors.
KEM Electric Cooperative is overseen
by a seven-member board of directors
elected by you – the members. During the
annual meeting each year, KEM Electric
Cooperative members elect fellow members
to represent them on the board of directors.
If you are interested in serving on the
board of directors, here are some pointers:
• Directors devote a certain amount of
time to the cooperative. At a minimum,
a director attends monthly board
meetings.
• An understanding of members’
expectations, industry issues and how
a cooperative functions is vital. To help
directors with their responsibilities,
training is offered through the
cooperative’s statewide association.
Courses cover director duties and
liabilities; understanding the electric
industry; board roles and relationships;
strategic planning ;and financial
decision-making. n

www.kemelectric.com

Director positions in 2016
election include:

District 3
Milton Brandner

At-large director
Dean Hummel
KEM ELECTRIC NEWS , MARC H 2016 C5

KEM
Electric Cooperative

“We ask you to look up, look around, especially
when moving hay or operating large equipment.”
- Chris Baumgartner, KEM Electric Cooperative co-manager

Contact

safety@kemelectric.com
•

Power lines installed in years past may
not be tall enough to accommodate
today’s large machinery, so KEM Electric
Cooperative is asking members to report
any low wires in high-traﬃc areas. KEM
Electric will make arrangements to
increase the height.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
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If you notice any potentially unsafe equipment
involving KEM Electric Cooperative’s power
lines, contact the cooperative – either call
or take a photo with your smartphone
and email it to safety@kemelectric.com.
Please include a general location
description and/or your phone number so
the cooperative can get in touch with you.

www.kemelectric.com

KEM
Electric Cooperative

SPRING INTO

SAFETY
Springtime is a great time for yard work, playing outside and many other outdoor activities.
No matter what’s on your agenda, electrical safety should be an important part of your plans.
KEM Electric Cooperative offers 10 tips to help you play and work safely
around electricity when you’re outdoors this spring.
1.

Always keep power cords and
electrical equipment away from
water or other wet areas. Avoid
damp conditions – including wet
grass – when using electricity.

2. Look up and look out for overhead
power lines.
3. Call before you dig.
4. Keep materials, tools and all parts
of your body at least 15 feet away
from any overhead power lines
at all times, including during the
installation of antennas or satellite
dishes.

6. Before every use, inspect power
tools and electric lawn mowers
for frayed power cords, broken
plugs and weathered or damaged
housings. Don’t use damaged
equipment until it has been
repaired properly. Keep tools
unplugged and stored in dry areas
when they are not in use.
7.

Before you trim tree limbs and
shrubs, watch out for power lines
that could be hidden by foliage.
Contact your cooperative if there
are concerns about tree limbs
growing into or around overhead
power lines on your property.

near these boxes during unplanned
outages and routine maintenance.
9. Always use an insulated extension
cord designed for outdoor use with
the correct power rating for that
equipment.
10. Ladders – even those made of wood
– that come into contact with a
power line can prove fatal. Keep all
ladders at least 10 feet away from
overhead power lines.

5. Never fly kites or model airplanes 8. Keep vegetation and permanent
near power lines or radio or TV
structures away from the large,
antennas. If your kite does get
green ground-level boxes that house
tangled with overhead lines, don’t
components of an underground
try to get it down yourself. Call the
electrical system. Cooperative
utility for assistance. Never use
workers may need to access the
any metallic material in your kite.
underground lines and equipment

www.kemelectric.com

KEM ELECTRIC NEWS , MARC H 2016 C7

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

THE MARATHON
WATER HEATER

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Jan. 26, 2016
• Approved the December regular board meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance update
• Signed the special equipment summary and work order closeout
• Heard a report from the Voucher Review Committee
• Approved the retirement of an estate
• Signed the Brady, Martz & Associates engagement letter
FEATURES:

HAPPY
EASTER!

• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not
to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you
own your home.

So KEM Electric Cooperative
employees can celebrate the
holiday with their families,
the cooperative’s oﬃces will
be closed Good Friday,
March 25.
If you experience an
outage, please call the
cooperative’s oﬃces
at 701-254-4666 or
800-472-2673. Your
call will be routed
to the proper
contacts and
lineworkers will
be dispatched.

A phone

SUR
VEY

may await YOU
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Members: KEM Electric will be
completing a random residential
telephone member satisfaction
survey. Performed by Odney
Advertising, this survey will
take place in March. If you
receive a call from Odney
Advertising for KEM Electric,
please take time to answer the
questionnaire. The survey will
take approximately 10 minutes.
By participating in the 2016
member satisfaction survey,
KEM Electric receives better
insight into how we can better
serve you, the member-owner.

• One of the most efficient water heaters
on the market.
• To save money, ask about placing your
Marathon water heater on one of KEM
Electric Cooperative’s load-management
programs.

Call KEM Electric Cooperative
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

KEM ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas. .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director.......................Zeeland
MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday,
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com
Email address: kem@kemelectric.com
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