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Working together 
helps ensure the 
safety of all 
A strong summer storm 
moved through KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s service area on 
June 1, damaging power lines 
and poles in its path. Members, 
at times, you are our eyes in the 
sky and on the ground. If you 
see a power line issue that may 
need KEM’s attention, please 
keep a safe distance and call the 
office at 701-254-4666 or email 
safety@kemelectric.com with 
your concern. The more details 
you provide, the faster we can 
assess the situation and do what 
needs to be done to restore 
your power.

KEM Lead Lineman 
Kevin Horner (bucket) and 
Linemen Austin Ohlhauser, 
Tyler Jacob and Tyler Schummer 
helped repair storm damage.
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Doing good things 
for friends, neighbors, 
communities

Operation Round Up is a voluntary program in 
which electric cooperative members round up 
their monthly utility bills to the nearest dollar 

and donate their change to local individuals, groups 
or charities with a specific need. The money pools and 
accumulates, and an elected board of co-op members 
reviews the grant applications that have been submitted 
and determines grant worthiness.

Members of the KEM Electric Cooperative Charitable 
Trust include Michael Knoll, chair; Kellie Wikenheiser, 
vice chair; Susan Wald, secretary-treasurer; and Charley 
Cichy, Sherry Fettig, Susan Meidinger and Tami Naaden. 

On April 18, these board members met to review and 
award grants to the following recipients:
• Zeeland Senior Citizen Center, to provide senior 

meals for those who are unable to pay a portion or the 
full amount;

• Zeeland Fire Protection District, to replace air tanks 
that do not meet state or station requirements;

• Napoleon Public School, to provide a safe drug- and 
alcohol-free graduation party;

• Linton Public School, to provide a safe drug- and 
alcohol-free prom party;

• Kidder County 4-H, to assist the challenge-based 
robotics program in the purchase of EV3 robotics kits;                        

• Hazelton-Moffit-Braddock Activities Fund, to 
purchase wrestling equipment for students to use 
during practices and tournaments;

• Missoula Children’s Theatre in Ashley, to assist the 
students who performed Treasure Island in May, and 
to support performing arts and culture; and the

• Kidder County Angels, who help area residents and 
families with medical problems by giving gas vouchers 
from local businesses.

The Operation Round Up board will meet again on 
July 18.

Any person or group in the KEM Electric Cooperative 
service area may apply to receive an Operation Round 
Up grant. To request an application, call KEM at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673, or download the form 
at www.kemelectric. com (click “Your Community” and 
“Operation Round Up”). n
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With co-op support, Kidder County Angels 
show ‘community cares’
BY BARB HEATON

Angels are at work in Kidder County, thanks in 
part, to a group dedicated to alleviating some of 
the stress of chronic illness.

The Kidder County Angels consist of six board 
members, and dozens of donors and volunteers, in this 
county of 1,500 people. The Angels’ mission is to quell 
some of the pressures associated with doctoring in 
more urban areas like Bismarck, Jamestown, Fargo and 
Minnesota. To do that, the group provides gas vouchers 
(as much as $75 at a time, as many as eight times a 
year) to any Kidder County resident who suffers from a 
chronic illness.

For years, residents of Kidder County participated 
in the annual Relay for Life event, which raises money 
for the American Cancer Society. Several of the Kidder 
County Angels volunteered for the event many times and 
believe in the cause. But Robin Rewald wanted to put her 
efforts – and the community’s money – toward more local 
organizations. So while walking one of the many Relay 
for Life laps, Rewald, and others pioneered the Kidder 
County Angel idea. 

The gas vouchers, which are embossed with an angel 
to prevent fraud, can be used at any of six gas stations in 
Kidder County – ensuring that once again, the money 
remains within the communities. Once redeemed, the gas 
stations simply staple the angel voucher onto an invoice 
and mail it to Kidder County Angels.  

The application process is simple and not need-based. 
The only prerequisites are residence of Kidder County 

and a chronic illness. The application asks for name and 
contact information, as well as the contact information for 
two non-family members who can verify the legitimacy 
of the request. The program is not about need, it’s more 
about caring and knowing the community cares.  

The money to support the Kidder County Angels comes 
from fundraisers organized by each committee member, 
as well as donations. The Angels have been fortunate to 
receive gaming money, memorial money and donations 
from many residents.

The Kidder County Angels Committee members are 
Robin Rewald from the Pettibone community, Julie 
Peterson represents the Robinson area, Judy Landenberger 
is from the Tuttle area, Barb Heaton represents Steele, 
Barb Harpole is the representative from the Dawson area, 
and Peggy Erickson is from Tappen.

The Kidder County Angels keep a representative from 
each community, with the intent to learn of people in 
their area with chronic illness.

The Kidder County Angels are planning their biggest 
fundraiser to-date by bringing the Medora Musical 
Christmas show to Steele on Nov.24. Mark your calendars 
and plan a fun evening out, and you will be supporting the 
Angels in their next fundraiser.

The Kidder County Angles would like to thank KEM 
Electric for the donation of $500 from their Operation 
Round Up program. Each donation we receive like this 
helps us to furnish more gas cards. n

The Kidder County Angels Committee members are, from left: Barb Harpole, Julie Peterson, Barb Heaton, 
Judy Landenberger, Peggy Erickson and Robin Rewald.
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Board meeting highlights:
May 22, 2018
• Approved the regular Board 

meeting minutes.
• A report was given by the Voucher 

Review Committee.  
• Heard department updates.
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance 

Cooperative update.

• Reviewed the membership comparisons 
among each District.

• Approved the allocation of the 
2017 margins.

• Set the next regular board meeting for 
July 24 at 9:30 a.m. at KEM Electric in 
Linton, N.D.

Members, thanks for 
attending YOUR annual

The KEM Electric Cooperative directors, co-general managers and 
employees thank you, our member-owners, for attending the annual meeting 
of the membership held June 21 at the Linton Public School. This year’s theme 
was, “Aligning for the Future.” We appreciate the interest and support you 
continue to show in your electric cooperative!

Members in attendance enjoyed a roast beef dinner, listened to various 
cooperative updates, and fulfilled the second cooperative principle — 
democratic member control — by voting to fill the board positions held by 
John Beck, District 1; and Carter Vander Wal, District 2

To learn the voting results and meeting highlights, read about KEM’s annual 
meeting in the August local community pages of the North Dakota Living 
magazine. n

One free, easy call gets your utility lines marked AND helps protect 
you from injury and expense.

Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You Dig

Know what’s below. Always call 811 before you dig. 
Visit 811.com for more information.
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Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
celebrates 20 years of human connections

member-owned electric cooperatives acted together to start 
talking about their work and values in a new way. 

When co-ops created the Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives 
brand in 1998, few imagined the impact it would have today. 
What began as an unknown brand with a single TV spot and 
a membership comprised of less than 300 cooperatives has 
evolved into one of the most recognizable brands and logos in 
the electric power industry – a brand now made up of more 
than 750 unified local electric cooperatives across 46 states. 

Integrity, accountability, innovation and commitment to 
community – these four values provide the foundation of 
every Touchstone Energy cooperative. Named after a tool 
used to test the quality and authenticity of gold or silver, 
the Touchstone Energy brand serves as the national “gold 
standard” for cooperatives. Its purpose is to demonstrate and 
enhance the value of the cooperative difference.

Twenty years after the brand’s launch, Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives have access to a comprehensive portfolio of 
resources and are part of a nationally recognized network. In 
addition, the brand leverages partnerships to help member 
cooperatives and their employees better engage and serve 
their members. By working together, Touchstone Energy 
cooperatives stand as a source of power and information to 
their 32 million member-owners every day. 

“Our members benefit by KEM being a member of 
Touchstone Energy in many ways,” says Tim Dockter, 
manager of member services. “KEM has a regular presence 
on radio and TV, featuring safety ads with important 
information. Our members can also go to the Touchstone 
Energy website to calculate how they can reduce their home’s 
energy consumption. The website has 'how-to' videos, articles 
on a variety of topics, efficiency and conservation tips, and 
more. Touchstone Energy is a good thing for KEM and 
its members.”

Membership in a Touchstone Energy cooperative is a powerful 
thing. For cooperative members, it means you have an 
energy source you can trust to look out for your community’s 
best interests, not a corporate bottom line. That’s because 
Touchstone Energy cooperatives are owned by the very 
members they serve – cooperatives built to deliver reliable 
electricity at the lowest possible price to members. 

By connecting the people of America’s electric cooperatives, 
Touchstone Energy continues to prove the power of human 
connections as it empowers cooperatives to deliver high 
standards of excellence to their member-owners and the 
communities they serve – from the first mile to the last. As 
we move into the future, Touchstone Energy will embrace the 
ways cooperatives are changing and work to engage the new 
generations that will help shape the next 20 years. 

Twenty years ago,
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Protect your livelihood — and your life
Stacking hay under electrical 
infrastructure can be dangerous, if 
not deadly.

Imagine up to 41,600 volts of 
electricity running through the 
power lines directly above the hay 

you just stacked. Highly loaded, those 
aluminum wires get hot — and the 
warmer the temperature — the more 
the lines sag. Did you plan for sag and 
leave ample space?

As amps travel the circuit, the wires 
get warm. If you back your equipment 
into a guy wire and a pole bends or 
breaks, or if you hit an overhead line 
with the loader, the line could fall on 
the hay and ignite. The hay you need to 
feed your cattle — and the provisions 
you made to feed your family — just 
went up in smoke.

And that could be the best-case 
scenario. If you or your equipment 
comes into contact with a power line, 
you could receive an electric shock that 

could cause injury and even death. 
Protect your livelihood and 

your life, and simply don't stack 
hay bales near power lines and 
poles. If you do make contact with 
a power line, call 911. Remain 
seated, warn others to stay away, 
and wait for KEM Electric linemen 
to de-energize the lines. Do not 
move from the equipment. 

To report system damage that 
is not in need of immediate repair, 
call KEM Electric Cooperative 
at 1-800-472-2673 or email 
safety@kemelectric.com. If you 
send an email, please include 
the location, your name and 
contact information, and a photo 
if possible.

Members, your safety matters. 
Working together helps ensure the 
safety of all! 

Stay away, stay safe

On Friday, June 1, Mother Nature proved yet again to 
be versatile. Funnel clouds, scattered hail, lightning 
strikes and strong winds caused damage across the 

state. In the KEM Electric Cooperative service area, the electric 
distribution system was on the receiving end of damage. 

Members began losing power around 7 p.m. and line crews 
were dispatched. 

With assistance from a crew from JB Construction, KEM’s 
linemen replaced 26 poles and fixed numerous line breaks.

Some members reported wind gusts in southwest McIntosh 
County being clocked around 80 MPH. This is where our crews 
saw most of the power-line damage.

By 6 a.m. the next morning, electric service had been 
restored to all but around 10 members.

Members, if you see downed or damaged electrical 
infrastructure, do not assume it is de-energized and safe to 
approach. Stay away and call the office at 701-254-4666. n
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KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ...................................................................Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO
Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

In partnership with the Theodore 
Roosevelt Medora Foundation, 
more than 10 Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperatives in North 
Dakota have joined forces to 
make vacationing in North 
Dakota more affordable for 
families, including KEM Electric 
Cooperative. This summer, head 
west to Medora, where electric 
cooperative members are 
eligible for a 15-percent discount 
off the following reservations:

Tickets to the Medora Musical
Pitchfork Steak Fondue
Bully Pulpit Golf Course

Lodging at any of the following:
P Badlands Motel
P Elkhorn Quarters
P Rough Riders Hotel

Hotel rooms book fast, so please 
reserve your rooms as soon 
as possible.

Members also receive 20 percent 
off at the Cowboy Hall of Fame 
by providing the discount code 
(Touch2018) at the door. Advanced 
reservations are not available. 

Call 1-800-MEDORA-1 
for reservations and provide the 
discount code (Touch2018) 
to receive your savings.

Head west FOR LESSHead west FOR LESS
JULY 25: KX/CO-OP DAY 
at the N.D. State Fair
The KX/Co-op Day at the N.D. State Fair will be held 

July 25 in Minot. 
If you plan to attend the fair on July 25, please stop 

by the Linton office and pick up reduced-price tickets 
for $1 off gate admission, a free breakfast served near 
the Commercial II Building on the fairgrounds, $5 off 
unlimited-ride wristbands for carnival rides, $1 off the 
Ranch Rodeo admission and a free ice cream social from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the KX/co-op tent. n
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