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• Safety training saves lives
• Report from the board, and more
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The KEM Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. directors, co-general 
managers and employees thank 

you, our member-owners, for attending 
your annual meeting at Linton High 
School on June 15. One hundred thirty-
two members registered, and along 
with their guests, enjoyed a roast beef 
dinner prepared by Deb Schumacher 
and served by KEM’s linemen.

The theme of the meeting was, 
“Members — The Foundation of 
the Future.” Each new day brings 
opportunities and challenges in the 
electric utility industry, and as a 
cooperative, we face them together 
with our member-owners. That 
makes KEM Electric stronger, and 
this year’s theme reflected that spirit 
of cooperation.

Fr. David Zimmer, priest at St. 
Anthony Catholic Church in Linton, 
gave the invocation. Four gentlemen 
with American Legion Post #54 from 
Linton presented the color guard for 
the National Anthem. Caleb Blaze, also 
from Linton, led the song. 

Emmons County Commissioner 
Leonard Weichel welcomed the 
members and said co-ops and 
communities go hand in hand, and 
that the partnership is necessary for 
rural North Dakota to survive.

Door prizes were given away 
throughout the evening.

Members of North Dakota’s 
congressional delegation were unable 
to attend, but a representative was 
on-hand to read a statement, on behalf 
of Representative Kevin Cramer.

Board President Dean Dewald 
introduced the co-op’s board of 
directors, and noted they conduct 
their business based on cooperative 
principles and Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperative values. He also asked 
KEM’s employees to come forward 
and be recognized for their work and 
years of service.

The director election was held. 
Members were asked to vote and fill 
the board positions held by Victor 
“Chuck” Wald, District 4; Dean 
Dewald, District 5; and Carmen 
Essig, District At-Large. Noting no 
opposition for any seat, a motion 
was made and approved to cast a 
unanimous ballot and re-elect Wald, 
Dewald and Essig for another three-
year term. 

Following the election, Tony 
Schaffner, the Charitable Trust 
chairman, updated members on 
Operation Round Up grants awarded 
throughout the year, and stressed the 
importance of the program.

“Thank you for your financial 
support of this cooperative program 
over all these years,” he said. “Without 
people like you being concerned 
and willing to give, things like this 
wouldn’t happen. They don’t just 

Your electric cooperative annual meeting is a family event. Children ate ice cream, 
rode the Segway and enjoyed Fun Night activities, which were hosted by members 
of the Dakota Riders 4-H Club and Vicki Schwab.
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KEM Electric  
holds 73rd annual meeting
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happen; they are done with dedication 
and determination.”

After the Operation Round Up 
report, Co-General Managers Don 
Franklund and Chris Baumgartner 
gave an overview on the cooperative’s 
activities, outlining some challenges 
and achievements. Franklund stated 
KEM Electric had experienced two 
separate and significant rate increases 
from its wholesale power provider, 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative, due 
to lower sales and increased regulatory 
costs. He thanked Basin Electric for 
implementing significant austerity 
measures to minimize the financial 
impact to its membership, and stated 
KEM Electric continues with its 
own measures.

“We share employees and resources 
with our neighboring cooperatives, and 
have consolidated positions or shifted 
duties where possible. We have taken 
advantage of lower interest rates from 
our lenders, and use financial tools 
such as our revenue deferral program. 
It is this program that has allowed us 
to delay passing those increases on to 
you,” he said.

In a video update, Member Support 
Technician Kirk Praus shared how 
member engagement is a priority for 
the cooperative. He reflected on the 
results of the 2016 Member Satisfaction 
Survey, how the Operation Round Up 
program provides funding for local 
projects and organizations, and how 
the cooperative stays up-to-date on 
innovative technology like SmartHub. 

The membership’s electrical use 
continues to grow. From powering 
water heaters and cell phones to grain 
bin dryers and dairy operations, 
electricity plays an important role in 
everyday life. Franklund said it takes 
countless hours each year to plan, 
inspect and maintain a sophisticated 
electrical system in very rural North 
Dakota — and KEM Electric remains 
mindful of the balance between 
reliability and affordability.

In another video update, Member 

Services Manager Tim Dockter 
noted some upgrades that keep the 
electric system reliable. They included 
replacing aging cable and shortening 
spans of overhead line between poles. 
He concluded by describing an ice 
build-up on power lines in January that 
caused some outages, and reaffirmed 
the cooperative’s commitment to 
restoring power safety. 

Manager Baumgartner continued 
with updates on how cooperatives are 
seeking a path forward in a carbon-
constrained environment. He noted 
Basin Electric continues to develop 
wind and natural gas investments, 
and advance clean-coal technology. 
He also gave some federal and state 
legislative updates.

“We are watching very closely 
discussions regarding the budget as it 
pertains to trade, rural development 

programs and the proposed sale of the 
Federal Power Marketing Agencies, 
which could have a dramatic effect on 
the costs of our power supplied by the 
Western Area Power Administration,” 
he said.

As technology and energy policy 
changes, some consumers are 
exploring renewable energy sources 
including solar generation on their 
property. Baumgartner stressed that 
members who choose to install a 
system will still use the electric grid as 
a back-up power source for when the 
sun doesn’t shine or generate enough 
electricity to meet their demand. 

With assistance from Innovative 
Energy Alliance Cooperative partners, 
KEM Electric continues to evaluate 
member opportunities to utilize solar 
and other forms of renewable energy; 
particularly in applications such as 

Running an annual meeting — and keeping the lights on — takes a team approach. 
From left, Executive Assistant Dawn Schiele, Service Dispatcher Marcy Sanders, 
Lead Lineman Dale Nagel and Member Services Manager Tim Dockter help 
with registration.
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remote stock wells. 
Baumgartner explained how 

the alliance with Mor-Gran-Sou, 
Roughrider and Slope Electric 
Cooperatives allows KEM Electric 
to stay current with technology, 
regulations, members’ needs and more, 
which otherwise would be difficult to 
do as individual entities. 

“The IEA sets a delicate balance by 
providing a way to pool resources and 
employees among the cooperatives. In 
addition to the IEA, we also partner 
with 3C Construction and West 
Dakota Utility Services to meet our 
construction and vehicle repair and 
certification needs,” he said. “These 
relationships provide significant 
savings to the memberships, and allow 
us to be prudent with the revenue 
provided by you.”

Following the report on KEM’s 
activities, Chief Financial Officer 
Travis Kupper gave the financial 
statement. He said Brady, Martz & 

Associates, P.C. audited the 2016 
financial statements of KEM Electric, 
and the final audit report was 
presented to the board of directors 
in April. “An ‘unmodified opinion’ 
is the highest opinion they can give. 
It expresses their confidence in the 
accuracy of the cooperative’s financial 
record-keeping,” he said. 

Vice Chairman Victor Wald then 
announced the student scholarship 
recipients and Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour winner.

The grand-prize gifts were awarded 
and the annual meeting adjourned.

Members, for more than 73 years, 
KEM Electric has worked to provide 
safe, reliable and affordable power 
to you, or owners. We have seen 
economies grow and contract. We 
have lived through times of severe 
drought and excess. When the weather 
tries to tear us down, we build the 
system back up again.  

As changes occur in our industry 

and landscape, your local Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperative will be here. 
We may adjust the way we do things, 
adopt new practices, utilize new 
technology – but we will never change 
who we are … a cooperative that exist 
for the purpose of supporting our 
member-owners. 

As Manager Baumgartner noted in 
his report, “Times of change cause us 
to prioritize what truly matters, and 
bring us together to achieve a common 
bond. We remain dedicated to the 
legacy of bringing light and comfort 
to your home, farm or business. The 
opportunities and challenges we 
face together make us strong, and 
this year’s theme, Members – the 
Foundation of the Future, has helped 
us celebrate those who came before us 
with hopes and dreams of building a 
better tomorrow.”

Thank you for attending your 
annual meeting. 

Protect your livelihood — and your life
Stacking hay under electrical 
infrastructure can be dangerous, if 
not deadly.

Imagine up to 41,600 volts of 
electricity running through the 
power lines directly above the hay 

you just stacked. Highly loaded, those 
aluminum wires get hot — and the 
warmer the temperature — the more 
the lines sag. Did you plan for sag and 
leave ample space?

As amps travel the circuit, the wires 
get warm. If you back your equipment 
into a guy wire and a pole bends or 
breaks, or if you hit an overhead line 
with the loader, the line could fall on 
the hay and ignite. The hay you need to 
feed your cattle — and the provisions 
you made to feed your family — just 
went up in smoke.

And that could be the best-case 
scenario. If you or your equipment 
comes into contact with a power line, 
you could receive an electric shock that 

could cause injury and even death. 
Protect your livelihood and 

your life, and simply don't stack 
hay bales near power lines and 
poles. If you do make contact with 
a power line, call 911. Remain 
seated, warn others to stay away, 
and wait for KEM Electric linemen 
to de-energize the lines. Do not 
move from the equipment. 

To report system damage that 
is not in need of immediate repair, 
call KEM Electric Cooperative 
at 1-800-472-2673 or email 
safety@kemelectric.com. If you 
send an email, please include 
the location, your name and 
contact information, and a photo 
if possible.

Members, your safety matters. 
Working together helps ensure the 
safety of all! 
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KEM Electric news

Tim Dockter was promoted to 
manager of member services. No 
longer on the line crew, Tim has 
taken on new responsibilities in 
the office.

Journeyman Linemen Kevin Horner and Dale Nagel were promoted to lead 
linemen. Line Superintendent Gary Hulm says both men have displayed great 
leadership skills. Kevin now has more responsibilities on the line crew, and 
Dale has taken on staking — both in the field and on the computer.
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Horner (bucket) and Nagel

Congratulations!
Member Support Technician 

Kirk Praus completed the meter 
tech program.

Seasonal  
help hired

KEM Electric hired two 
seasonal apprentice linemen 
for the summer. Braden Klose 
and Tyler Schummer will be 
working toward journeyman 
status by learning from KEM’s 
experienced line crew.
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Klose Schummer

KEM Electric Cooperative Board meeting highlights

• Approved the regular Board meeting minutes
• Signed the Special Equipment Summary
• A report was given by the Voucher Review Committee
• Heard department updates
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance Cooperative update
• Approved an ERC Loan

The next regular board meeting was set for July 27 at 9:30 a.m

Promoted!

www.kemelectric.com KEM ELECTRIC NEWS  , JULY 2017 C5



KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Safety training saves lives
STORY AND PHOTOS BY CARMEN DEVNEY

Journeyman Lineman Austin Ohlhauser (pole) “rescues” a 200-pound mannequin stranded at the top 
of a pole. Always their “brother’s keeper” in safety, all the linemen watch and learn from one another.

Inset: Journeyman 
Lineman Martin 
Messer prepares 
to cut the rope 
and lower the 
mannequin to the 
ground.
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A safety instructor with the North Dakota 
Association of Rural Electric Cooperatives 
holds pole-top rescue safety training annually. 
This year, Safety Instructor Steve Homes 
critiqued the linemen including Area Foreman 
Jeff Gefre, as they climbed, secured the 
mannequin and figuratively saved a life.

A safety instructor with the North Dakota 

In June 2008, the Stabroek News in Guyana reported 
an electric lineman became stranded on a pole 
when the support he was standing on gave way 

and wires began sparking. His thighs and lower right 
leg were burnt, and he was rendered unconscious. 
He hung limply in his safety belt, until one of his 
co-workers performed a pole-top rescue and lowered 
him to the ground.

The injured lineman was wearing the necessary 
personal protective gear, and thankfully he survived.

Accidents like this are not common, but they do 
happen. Linemen can also be stranded on a pole if 
they experience heat stroke, a heart attack or other 
condition that prevents them from climbing down. 
That’s why the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration requires linemen to receive pole-top 
safety training on an annual basis.

The linemen who work for KEM Electric 
Cooperative receive this refresher course annually from 
safety instructors with the North Dakota Association 
of Rural Electric Cooperatives (NDAREC). During 
this year’s training, held May 24 in the pole yard south 

of Linton headquarters, each lineman had to climb a 
pole, secure a rope around the waist of a 200-pound 
mannequin and lower the “body” to the ground.

NDAREC Safety Instructor Steve Homes discussed 
different techniques on how to secure the rope. In areas 
where KEM Electric has a three-phase distribution 
system, a lineman could use the pole’s crossarm to 
secure his rope. In other areas that have a single-phase 
line without a cross-arm on the pole, a lineman could 
use a screwdriver to secure the rope after the tool has 
been pounded into the pole.

Remaining vigilant in their culture of safety and 
regularly reviewing what they already know can make 
the difference between life and death in a critical 
situation for linemen who sometimes work long hours 
in extreme weather conditions to restore electric 
service following an outage.

Thanks to regular safety training sessions including 
pole-top rescue, KEM Electric’s linemen are better 
equipped to react quickly and efficiently, and hopefully 
bring their co-worker and friend home safely to his 
family, should an accident ever occur. 
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KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ..........................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com
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Pole testing underway in 
KEM service area

To help reinforce the reliability 
of KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
electrical system, 

approximately 200 transmission 
poles will be tested this year, says 
Line Superintendent Gary Hulm.

The testing is conducted by 
RAM Utilities, a company that 
has headquarters in Moorhead, 
Minnesota. Testing began on KEM’s 
system in June, starting in Linton 
and continuing to the Sunburst 
Substation. If compromised poles 
are found, they will be changed later 
this year.

Pole testing includes several 
steps, according to Joel Rovang with 
RAM Utilities. The first step is a 
visual inspection of the pole. Next, 
inspectors excavate to a depth of 
6 to 8 inches around the bottom 
of the pole to check for damage 
below ground. The pole is then 
“sounded,” which involves hitting 
it with a hammer at certain points 
and interpreting those sounds with 
a trained ear. Boring is also used to 

inspect poles. A drill is used to take 
core samples of the pole. Treated 
plugs are then placed into the drill 
holes and the area is wrapped.

“The inspection of a pole is a 
mix of art and science,” Rovang 
says. “The science is what a person 
learns about decay, impact damages, 
loading, and how it all fits together 
to determine the strength versus 
load ratio of the pole. These are 
things that can be measured. The 
art is what a person perceives about 
that particular pole, which is like no 
other pole on the system, which may 
influence its strength.”

Typically, KEM Electric 
Cooperative replaces less than a 
handful of poles a year.

“Transmission pole inspection and 
regular maintenance are important 
aspects of our effort to maintain 
system reliability,” Hulm says.

It is one of many ways KEM 
Electric Cooperative is committed 
to providing members with safe and 
reliable electric service. 

Lance Woods with RAM Utilities

JULY 26: 
KX/CO-OP DAY at 
the N.D. State Fair

The KX/Co-op Day at the 
N.D. State Fair will be held 
July 26 in Minot. If you plan 
to attend the fair on July 26, 
please stop by the Linton office 
at 107 S. Broadway and pick 
up reduced-price tickets for 
$1 off gate admission, a free 
breakfast served near the 
Commercial II Building on the 
fairgrounds, $5 off unlimited-
ride wristbands for carnival 
rides, $1 off the Ranch Rodeo 
admission and a free ice cream 
social at the KX/co-op tent. 

PH
O

TO
 BY C

AR
M

EN
 D

EVN
EY

C8 JULY 2017  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com


