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The Hayloft
Scott Schlepp stands outside The Hayloft, a dairy barn 
converted to a community theater near  Ashley. Inside, 
learn more about this unique barn.
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Community theater 
thrives in the hayloft

by Luann Dart

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

below, horse harnesses drape across 
the worn wooden walls. Overhead, 
sparrows flitter and twitter atop the 
roof. Inside the barn’s hayloft, there’s 
laughter in the rafters as a troupe  
of actors performs comedic 
community theater.

It’s a scene from the Hayloft, a barn 
converted to a community theater on 
the property of Scott and Ermalene 
Schlepp in KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
territory in rural ashley. billed as “real 
country entertainment, where you can 
party ’til the cows come home,” the 
Hayloft is far, far “off broadway,” but 
very near the heart of rural arts.

Five times a year, actors perform 
a comedy on the stage in the barn’s 
hayloft, where white plastic chairs are 
filled with an audience of between 
175 to 200 people from all across the 
state who revel in the fun.

the Hayloft hosted its 23rd 
performance during ashley’s 125th 

anniversary in June, with a “Cafe 
Murder,” in which the audience 
ate kuchen and asked the actors 
questions to solve a murder mystery.

It’s live theater, so anything could 
happen. “Every night is different. It’s 
the same play, but it’s different,”  
Scott says.

From dairy to drama
Scott and Ermalene bought the 

rural property 15 years ago during an 
auction of Ermalene’s aunt and uncle. 
It included 20 acres and a hip-roof 
barn that “was pretty rough,”  
Scott says.

He first envisioned the former dairy 
barn as a hunters’ retreat and hosted 
the first (and last) group of hunters in 
the fall of 2008. then Scott decided 
to produce a play, “the Killist,” in 
September 2008. Support by the 
community surpassed the amount of 
seating available in the hayloft, and a 
community theater was born.

“We put on one play and it 
blossomed from there,” Scott says. 

Since then, the Hayloft has been 
devoted to promoting the arts in  
the region.

thirty-three investors helped fund 
the renovation, as Scott hammered 
and coaxed the barn, which was built 
in 1928, into a community theater, 
which includes a kitchenette where 
Scott himself prepares meals for a 
dinner theater or caters celebrations  
at the Hayloft.

High school sweethearts, Scott 
and Ermalene have been married for 
37 years, and owned a restaurant in 
ashley for 19 years, before moving 
to the country. Scott is a jack-of-all-
trades in his new venture - carpenter, 

For details:
Visit The Hayloft at  
www.thehayloftmc.com or on 
Facebook. Or call 701-288-3759.

Directions:
The Hayloft is located in 
McIntosh County 4.5 miles north 
of Ashley and 13.5 miles south of 
Lehr on Highway 23. Turn by the 
threshing machine and travel east 
one-quarter mile.
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Actors from “The Villian Wore a Dirty Shirt” pose in The Hayloft.
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chef and even play director now  
and then.

but he’s only acted in two of the 
plays, which are memorialized in 
photos and signatures along one of 
the hayloft’s walls.

“they won’t let me in,” he says with 
a laugh. Instead, he “wines and dines” 
the actors as they practice one night a 
week for eight weeks prior to  
each performance.

about 70 area residents have 
volunteered to act in various plays, 
ranging in age from 18 to 85, to create 
casts from as small as eight to as large 
as 18.

With a background in community 
and college theater, amy Frauenberg, 
who lives in Wishek, quickly became 
attached to the Hayloft. today, she 
works for Scott, helping to promote 
the enterprise, completing grant 
applications and floating new ideas. 
She also continues to volunteer as an 
actor in the plays.

“Keeping something like this in 
rural america is so important because 
so many small-town schools just push 
sports and not theater and music and 
this is a good outlet,” she says.

Scott can’t really express why 

he started the theater; he simply 
enjoys the camaraderie of the 
actors and audience. He’s also part 
of the Hayloft Quartet, which 
actually includes five singers. the 
group performs at the Hayloft and 
elsewhere, and often includes a skit 
Scott wrote titled “Gun Chuck.”

the group also includes Vern Moos, 
James Grossmann, Charles Dockter 
and ronald Meidinger, with pianist 
Michelle Grossmann.

another performing group, the 
Lofty Ladies, consists of 22 women 
who perform during the Christmas 
play in the Hayloft each year.

Scott thanks the actors and their 
families with a steak supper, and 
hosts a banquet for the investors  
each year.

“Scott is very hospitable, and 
trustworthy and he’d give the shirt off 
his back if you need it,” amy says.

any profits from the endeavor are 
invested in the barn for expenses or 
improvements, and they are currently 
selling tickets for a chance to win a 
1950 Chevy car, with the drawing 
planned during the Parade of Lights 
in ashley in november. 

Scott also hopes to start a brewery 

in the bottom of the barn, for visitors 
to tour and sample brews.

the Hayloft draws audience 
members from as far away as Fargo, 
aberdeen and bismarck, with 
performances planned in august, 
October and December this year. 

“We have some pretty loyal 
customers. they come to every play,” 
Scott says.

a barn dance is also held during 
Halloween every year, and the 
Hayloft is available for celebrations 
such as anniversaries or reunions.

but the homey atmosphere is not 
complete unless there’s laughter in  
the rafters.

“there’s no end to the laughter,” 
Scott says.

“there’s nothing that beats live 
theater,” amy says. “It’s definitely 
something that needs to keep going 
for the next generation.” n
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Amy Frauenberg, Wishek, takes the stage at 
The Hayloft, and works with Scott Schlepp to 
promote the enterprise.
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Kirk Praus joins KEM Electric

Kirk Praus has joined the KEM Electric Cooperative 
staff as a member support technician. Praus 
started work May 1 at KEM Electric, where he 

oversees the installation, operation and maintenance of 
the cooperative’s automated meter reading system, load-
management system and associated computer software. 

Originally from Linton, Praus spent four years in the 
u.S. navy as a 3rd class petty officer, working as an 
interior communications electrician stationed aboard the 
uSS Peleliv based in San Diego, Calif. He has an associate’s 
degree in electrical technology from north Dakota State 

College of Science in Wahpeton.
“I always heard KEM Electric is a great company to work 

for and it’s located in my hometown, where I’ve always 
wanted to return,” Praus says. “I enjoy this job because I’m 
never doing the same thing. It’s something new every day.”

Praus is the son of ardy and Dan biel and bob Praus. He 
has a sister, Mary Jorgenson, and a brother, brad Praus. as 
hobbies, Kirk likes to hunt, fish and spend time outdoors, 
along with sports.

Welcome to KEM Electric Cooperative! n

Kirk Praus

Thanks, KEM Electric Cooperative members!

Thank you to KEM Electric Cooperative members who attended 
the cooperative’s annual meeting June 20. Watch for photos and 

highlights in the August edition of KEM Electric Cooperative’s  
pages in North Dakota Living.

C4 JuLy 2013  , KEM ELECtrIC nEWS www.kemelectric.com



K
EM

 E
LE

C
TR

IC

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

KEM Electric Cooperative’s Operation round 
up program has contributed $70,491 to 203 
community recipients since it began in 2002.

as KEM Electric Cooperative members pay their 
electric bill each month, they can also give back to their 
communities through Operation round up.

through the program, members voluntarily “round up” 
their electric bills to the next whole dollar each month. a 
participant in Operation round up with an electric bill of 
$37.63 would actually pay $38 and the extra 37 cents is 
placed into the Operation round up fund. 

the average member donates 50 cents a month, or $6 
a year. the most any member would donate is 99 cents 
a month, or less than $12 a year. but with hundreds of 
electric cooperative members participating, the pennies 
quickly add up to dollars. Fifty-three percent of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s members participate in the program.

Funds collected through Operation round up are then 
allocated to a variety of worthy causes throughout the 
cooperative’s service territory.

Who can apply for funds?
Funds are disbursed in the general service area of KEM 

Electric Cooperative solely for charitable, educational, 
scientific, health or safety purposes. Organizations must 
be exempt from federal income taxation under s501 (a) 
of the Internal revenue Code of 1986 or as a corporation 
described in s501(c)(3) of the code. Funds cannot be used 
for political purposes. no more than $2,500 will be given 
annually to any family unit, group, organization, charity or 
like organization. 

Organizations interested in applying for Operation 
round up funds should request an application from the 
cooperative.

Who decides where the money goes?
a board of directors representing the members reviews 

Operation round up applications during the year and 
determines where the funds will be donated. Operation 
round up board members include:

• Dan Schuler, Wishek
• Pam Gross, napoleon
• tony Schaffner, Zeeland
• Viola Gefroh, Hague
• bernie Schiermeister, Hazelton
• Jean Schoenhard, Steele
• Gerard Meier, Venturia

Get an application
If you have a worthy cause in our community, write  

or call KEM Electric Cooperative for an Operation round 
up application.

For more information, or to request an application, call 
KEM Electric Cooperative at 701-254-4666 or 800-472-
2673. you can also visit the website at www.kemelectric.
com and click on the “community” section.

Deadlines
In 2013, applications are due by:
Sept. 30
Dec. 31

The Operation Round Up board will meet:
Oct. 16
Jan. 15, 2014

Give a gift that costs only pennies!
Join KEM Electric Cooperative members who support 

Operation round up by “rounding up’ your monthly 
bill to the nearest dollar. If you would like to enroll in 
Operation round up to donate funds, call KEM Electric 
Cooperative at 701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673 or 
complete the form below and return it to KEM Electric. n

Operation Round Up 
tops $70,000

Donation activities

Purpose Number Donation

Medical expenses 39 $11,788

Youth services 66 $17,253

Medical equipment/services 13 $5,900

Fire departments 11 $5,325

Community development 59 $26,175

Miscellaneous 15 $4,050

Total 203 $70,491
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Dont sweat summer 
electric bills

Don’t

SWEAT
Summer Electric

BILLS

June 21 marks the fi rst day of summer, but not everyone is keeping 
cool by the pool. Summertime usually means the air conditioning 
is working overtime. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that 
9 percent of an average household’s energy costs are dedicated to 
air conditioning alone. 

But keep your cool. There are ways to keep the costs down even 
when the temperature rises.

Don’t sweat summer electric bills. Visit www.
togetherwesave.com for more ways to save!

ADJUST THE THERMOSTAT. 

Set the temperature 
between 78-80 degrees, 

and you could save up 
to 8 percent on monthly 
cooling bills. Be sure to 

adjust settings to maximize 
effi ciency, such as using the 

“auto” function instead of 
keeping the fan running all 

the time. 

Consider investing in a 
programmable thermostat. 

They can save up to $180 
a year, according to the 

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

OPERATE CEILING FANS.

Not only do they use less 
electricity, but they can 

make higher temperature 
settings feel more 

comfortable. Fans can make 
a room feel between 4 to 8 
degrees cooler and use less 
electricity than a 100-watt 
light bulb. On milder days, 
fans can save as much as 

60 percent on electric bills. 
Fans cool people, not rooms, 

so turn them off when 
you leave.

KEEP SHADES CLOSED.

Sunny windows account 
for 40 percent of unwanted 
heat and can make your air 

conditioner work two to 
three times harder.

USE YOUR WINDOWS.

During the cooler 
evenings, turn off your air 

conditioning and open your 
windows. In the morning, 

close the windows and 
shades to capture the 

cool air.

Here are some tips to get 
you started: 
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INCLUDE ENERGY SAVINGS IN 
SUMMER VACATION PLANS
If you are planning a vacation 

this summer, make sure your 
home’s energy use takes a 
vacation as well. Simple tips can 
save money while you are away:

• Air conditioning – Set the 
thermostat to 85 degrees. 
If it is a programmable 
thermostat, use the “hold” or 
the “vacation” setting to keep 
it at that temperature.

• Electronics – Unplug 
computers, CD/DVD players, 
TVs and VCRs. These and 
other electronic appliances 
use electricity, even when 
they are not turned on, so 
unplug them before leaving.

• Lighting – Consumers can 
improve their energy savings, 
and their home’s security, by 
using timers to operate lights 
each night. And by installing 
compact fl uorescent bulbs 
in those lamps, consumers 
will be saving more energy 
– up to 66 percent less in 
each lamp – and the bulb 
will last approximately 10 
times longer than a regular 
incandescent bulb.

• Water heating – Turn the 
water heater’s temperature 
down to the lowest setting. 
Many water heaters have a 
“vacation” setting for this 
purpose. Leave a reminder 
to turn it back up upon 
returning home. 

• Refrigerator – If going on 
an extended trip, consider 
emptying the fridge and 
turning it off. Remember 
to leave the door open to 
prevent mildew.

REDUCE THE HEAT.

Postpone laundry and 
dishwashing until the 

evening to avoid generating 
additional heat. On hot 

days, avoid using the oven. 
Use the microwave or grill 

outdoors instead.

TAKE CARE OF THE AIR 
CONDITIONER.

Check the system’s air fi lters. 
They should be replaced 
monthly. Switching to a 

more energy-effi cient air 
conditioner may reduce 

your energy use by 20 to 50 
percent.

SEAL THE LEAKS.

By properly insulating 
and air sealing your home, 

you can reduce your air 
conditioning costs by 

keeping more of the cool air 
inside your home.

KEEP THE POOL COVERED.

About 70 percent of the 
heat lost from swimming 

pools results from 
evaporation, caused by both 
wind and water. That means 

tap water goes to refi lling 
the pool, which means 

higher electric bills to reheat 
the water. To save energy, 
cover a pool when it’s not 

in use. 

AVOID ‘PHANTOM’ LOAD. 

As electronics and 
appliances become more 

technologically savvy, they 
often draw power even 

while turned off. A good 
indicator of this – called 

“phantom load” – is to check 
the device for a light that 

stays on all the time. 

Phantom load will add a 
few watt-hours to energy 

consumption, but a few 
watt-hours on each of your 

many electronic devices 
adds up. To avoid this silent 

power draw, unplug the 
device or invest in a “smart” 

power strip, which allows 
certain electronics – like a 

cable box, which takes time 
to reboot after it’s been 

unplugged – to continue 
using electricity while 

others can be completely 
shut down.

TURN OFF THE LIGHTS 
WHEN YOU EXIT A ROOM.

Lighting makes up about 
10 percent of a home’s 

electricity costs. You can 
save up to 80 percent of that 
energy by simply replacing 

traditional incandescent 
light bulbs with compact 
fl uorescent lamps (CFLs) 
or light-emitting diodes 
(LEDs). They will also last 

for years, saving money on 
replacements.

Switching to energy-
effi cient lighting choices 

can also lower your cooling 
costs. Only 10 percent of 

the energy from traditional 
bulbs is used for light – the 

rest is wasted as heat. By 
using CFLs and LEDs that 

give off less heat, you 
can reduce your need for air 

conditioning and 
save money.

To learn more:
For more tips, contact your local 

electric cooperative or visit 
www.togetherwesave.com.
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KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights
May 28, 2013

• reviewed report from the Voucher 
review Committee

• approved the special equipment 
summary for april

• reviewed Form 990 tax return
• reviewed the May safety report

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Milton Brandner, Vice Chairman .....Zeeland
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Victor Wald, Director .....................Napoleon

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Offi ce Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
HDR Engineers Inc., 
 Consulting Engr. ..........................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

BREAKER. BREAKER. MONEY-SAVER!
If the  breaker on your  sub-metered service  is off, YOU’RE LOSING MONEY!

If you have dual heat, storage  water heating or a grain dryer sub-meter and the electric  
breaker  that  controls  them is in the OFF position, you are not receiving any reduced 
off-peak  rates. In effect, you’re  losing the addi tional savings available from having the 
unit!

In order to properly record the electricity usage and apply the appropriate rate to the 
service received through these sub-metered services, the elec tric breaker control must 
remain ON at all times.

Make sure your breaker is ON, today. Your bill will thank you.

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION 701-254-4666 or visit our website:  
www.kemelectric.com

CALL
DIGBEFORE YOU

ALWAYSOne free, easy call gets your utility lines 
marked AND helps protect you from 
injury and expense.

Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You Dig

Know what’s below. Always call 811 
before you dig. Visit call811.com for 

more information.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative
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