
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
KEM Electric 

Cooperative wishes 
you and your family 
a wonderful holiday 
filled with joy and a 

prosperous new year!
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• Create a safety poster
• Win a trip to Washington, D.C.!
• Scholarships available
• Christmas safety tips
• Board highlights
• And more
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Lisa Rossow has been part of the cooperative family 
since she was born. So working at KEM Electric 
Cooperative as the data and communications analyst 

feels a lot like home.
Lisa started her new position Sept. 12 at KEM Electric 

Cooperative, where she works with Marcy Sanders, service 
dispatcher, with mapping and staking, and assists Kirk Praus, 
member support technician, with communications work.

Lisa grew up on a dairy, grain and beef farm near Flasher, 
where her father, Gene, farms and her mother, Jackie, is chief 
of staff and manager of member services at Mor-Gran-Sou 
Electric Cooperative in Flasher.

Lisa remembers her father taking her and her brother 
to annual meetings and ag shows where her mother was 
representing the cooperative.

“I just liked what her job was like and that’s why I went 
into communications to do the same things she did and it 
worked out that I got to stay in the co-op family and keep 
working that way,” Lisa says.

Lisa earned a bachelor of arts degree in communications 
at the University of Mary, interning at Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative’s communications department in Bismarck, 
where she learned more about cooperatives. 

“I learned the history about electric cooperatives from 
my parents and from working at Basin and that some of the 

people who started bringing the rural cooperatives out to 
North Dakota were from Flasher,” she says.

“I like how much cooperatives care about rural America,” 
she says. “You have a voice as a member.”

Following graduation from college in 2010, Lisa worked 
at the Dickinson Press for a year, where she won two writing 
awards from the N.D. Newspaper Association. Then she 
followed the boom into the oil fields, where she worked as 
a staking technician. That led to a position at Roughrider 
Electric Cooperative in Dickinson as a mapping and 
staking technician.

After marrying Wayne Rossow, who farms in the Herried 
area, on June 11, she saw the position at KEM Electric 
advertised and applied.

“I enjoy it a lot. I’m getting used to learning the area and 
meeting new people. It is a lot like home, where a lot of 
North Dakotans have the same work ethic and values as you 
would expect coming from other small towns. Everybody’s 
been pretty friendly,” she says. “Dickinson or Bismarck aren’t 
that big, but it’s a lot different coming back to the small town 
where everybody knows people.”

Lisa still gets to see her mom work, as the two 
attend similar meetings and workshops as part of the 
cooperative family.

“Everybody knows we’re mom and daughter and once you 
see us, there’s no question,” Lisa says with a laugh. n

joins cooperative team

IT’S TIME TO VOTE!
KEM Electric Cooperative does more than just deliver electricity. 

We also believe it’s important to recognize the people who power 
our lives. In partnership with Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, 
we’re sharing the #WhoPowersYou contest to honor inspirational 
people in our community. Nominations have been made by KEM 
Electric members. Before the deadline, Don and Arlene Davis of 

Hazelton and Ashley Public School Counselor Denise Martz had 
been nominated. Now it’s time to vote for your favorite person to 
win up to $5,000!

• Visit www.WhoPowersYou.com to vote for your favorite 
person! Voting is open until Dec. 18, 2016, and winners will be 
announced in early 2017.
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Kids, we need your help! Grab your art supplies and draw a poster that tells our readers 
how you play and work safely around electricity. This poster should display a clear, creative 
picture of this year’s theme: “How do you stay safe at your home or farm when around 
electricity?” All posters should display the Touchstone Energy® logo on their entries. 
No matter what you draw, have fun! We can’t wait to hear from you. Cash prizes will be 
awarded in each division.

 DIVISIONS:
Preschool to kindergarten
First grade to third grade
Fourth grade to sixth grade
 
DEADLINE:
Posters must be received at the KEM office no later than 4:30 p.m. CT  
on Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2017.
 
RULES:
• Posters must be on white, 8.5- by 11-inch paper.
• Posters must depict the theme, “How do you stay safe at your home or farm when around 

electricity?” and display the Touchstone Energy logo. Be creative!
• Print the child’s name, address, age and parents’ names on the back of the posters.
• Enclose a photograph of the child for publishing purposes.
• Only dependents of current KEM Electric members are eligible for this contest.
 
PRIZES:
Each division will be awarded three prizes (nine prizes total):  
three first-place prizes of $15; three, second-place prizes of $10;  
and three, third-place prizes of $5.
 
WINNERS:
Winning posters, along with the child’s photograph, will be featured in the  
KEM Country Lines local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine.

www.kemelectric.com KEM ELECTRIC NEWS  , DECEMBER 2016 C3

KEM
Electric Cooperative



CHECK OUT THE ESSAY-CONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com and www.youthtour.coop 

JUNE 10 to 16, 2017

TOP 3 REASONS TO ENTER 
THE ESSAY-WRITING CONTEST
1. All-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., 

compliments of KEM Electric Cooperative.
2. A whole week to visit unforgettable historic 

monuments, museums and the U.S. Capitol.
3. A learning experience you’ll never forget.

• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or 
junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by 
KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Kirk Praus, KEM Electric, at 
the address listed below, or call 701-254-4666 during regular 
business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31. Email entries to 
kpraus@kemelectric.com or mail to: Youth Tour Essay Contest, 
KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, Box 790, 
Linton, ND 58552-0790.

HIGH SCHOOL 
SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND WIN A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!
An all-expense-paid trip to WASHINGTON, D.C.
WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND WIN A TRIP OF A LIFETIME!

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

ESSAY QUESTION:
Democracy is the foundation of our American way of life and of 
cooperative enterprise. The fundamentals of democracy include 
voter participation, political party affi  liation, and public debate 
of issues. Describe what you think makes our current democracy 
strong, and provide suggestions for ways our democracy can be 
made stronger and more eff ective.
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Hey KEM Electric seniors!
Did you know your co-op 
awards scholarships?

Here at KEM Electric Cooperative, we are 
passionate about helping area students succeed. 
We feel the scholarship program is a great way 
to encourage and recognize the achievements of 
cooperative members’ children.

“We believe these scholarships are important 
to help students pursue an education and 
become great leaders for our state,” says KEM 
Electric Cooperative Co-General Manager Chris 
Baumgartner.

The cooperative will award two college 
scholarships for the 2017-2018 school year, one 
in the amount of $1,000 and one in the amount of 
$500.

To qualify, students must be enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate 
course of study at an accredited two-year or 
four-year college, university or technical school. 
They must be U.S. citizens and be dependents of 
cooperative members.

Scholarship applications are judged by the 
applicant’s academic record, honors, work 
experience, potential to succeed, leadership, and 
participation in school and community activities.

The $1,000 college scholarship is made possible 
by the cooperative’s power supplier, Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative. Basin Electric will fund 180 
such scholarships this year.

How do I apply?
Applications have been distributed to area 

schools or you may request an application 
from KEM Electric Cooperative. You may also 
visit KEM Electric Cooperative’s website at 
http://kemelectric.com/content/scholarships.

How are recipients chosen?
Recipients are selected based on a 

combination of SAT/ACT scores and overall 
grade point average, activities, achievements 
and honors, work experience, a personal 
statement of career goals and aspirations, and 
a written recommendation from a high school 
or college counselor or advisor, instructor or 
work supervisor who knows the student well.

When is the deadline?
Completed applications must be received in 

the cooperative office no later than Feb. 10, 2017. 
Applications can be brought to the KEM 
Electric Cooperative office or mailed to: KEM 
Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 790, Linton, 
ND 58552.

Any questions regarding the scholarships 
may be directed to Lisa Rossow or Kirk Praus 
at 701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673.
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The following equipment is being offered for sale on bids by KEM 
Electric Cooperative.

The equipment is sold as is, with no warranty. KEM Electric Cooperative 
will be accepting bids through Feb. 20, 2017. KEM Electric reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids. To see this equipment or for more information, contact 
the cooperative office at 701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com. Send 
bids to: KEM Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 790, Linton, ND 58552. Each item 
listed will be sold in separate bids.

• 1969 John Deere 4020 tractor with three-point, 148 loader and 7-foot 
bucket. 9,825 hours on tractor.

• 540-PTO Buhler/Farm King 960 8-foot snowblower with 
hydraulic spout.

• 540-PTO 8-foot John Deere MX8 rotary three-point mower.
• Pallet forks.
• 6-foot Massey Ferguson three-point blade.
• 15-kilowatt Generac PTO generator.
• 1978 T12BW 12x6-bed Ditch Witch trailer, tandem axle, ramps 

dovetail. 
• 1958 7.5-horsepower outboard motor with gas tank and gas line.

FOR SALE 
ON BIDS

John Deere 4020 tractor Snowblower Mower

Generator TrailerMassey Ferguson blade

Boat motor and gas tank

EVERYTHING MUST GO!
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Never connect more than 
three strings of incandescent 
lights together 

Keep all decorations at least 
3 feet away from heating 
equipment or an open flame 

Water your Christmas tree daily 

Purchase electrical decorations 
from reputable retailers that are 
approved by a national recognized 
testing lab such as UL (Underwriters 
Laboratory), lntertek (ETL), or 
Canadian Standards Association (CSA) 
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THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ..........................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

Oct. 26
• Approved the September regular board meeting minutes.
• Signed the special equipment summary.
• Heard a report from the Voucher Review Committee.  
• Heard department updates.
• Heard an Innovative Energy Alliance update.
• Signed the Articles of Association.
• Accepted Form 990.

Holiday closings
KEM Electric Cooperative wishes you and your family a 

wonderful holiday fi lled with joy and a prosperous new year! 
KEM Electric Cooperative’s offi  ce will be closed 

Friday, Dec. 23, and Monday, Dec. 26, in observance of 
Christmas. Th e offi  ce will also be closed Monday, Jan. 2, for 
New Year’s Day.

If you experience a power outage, please call the cooperative’s 
offi  ces at 800-472-2673 or 701-254-4666. Your call will 
be routed to the proper contacts and lineworkers will 
be dispatched.

Congratulations!

KEM Electric Cooperative congratulates newlyweds
 Kevin and Megan Horner. 

A journeyman lineworker based in Linton, Kevin Horner 
married Megan Heaton in October.

C8 DECEMBER 2016  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com


