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KEM Electric Cooperative Journeyman Lineworker Austin 
Ohlhauser “Braves the Shave” as Member Support 
Technician Kirk Praus shaves his head during a regional 
fundraiser event to fi ght childhood cancer. Learn more 
about the “Brave the Shave” event inside.  

Brave 
the Shave
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NATIONAL 
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APPRECIATION  
DAY.
 
APRIL 10, 2017

#ThankALineman
Lineworkers serve on the front lines of our 

nation’s energy needs. On April 10, KEM Electric 
Cooperative will join the nation in honoring the 

employees who work in challenging and often dangerous 
conditions to keep power flowing.

“Linemen are the first-responders at KEM Electric 
Cooperative, and they’re always ready to get the job 
done, day or night,” says Line Superintendent Gary 
Hulm. “Whether they’re responding to a power outage 
or maintaining electrical infrastructure to provide safe 
and reliable power, linemen are at the heart of everything 
we do.”

KEM Electric Cooperative is proud to highlight the 
three area foremen and six journeyman linemen who 
maintain 3,028 miles of power lines in our service 
territory. They include Jeffrey Gefre, Paul Hewitt, Tim 
Dockter, Dave Twardoski, Gerald Zink, Martin Messer, 
Dale Nagel, Kevin Horner and Austin Ohlhauser.

We invite our member-owners to take a moment and 
thank the lineworkers for the work they do. On April 
10, use #ThankALineman on social media to show your 
support for the employees who light our lives. 

Jeff Gefre, journeyman lineworker in the bucket, 
and Kevin Horner, journeyman lineworker on 
the pole.

Cooperatives test and do 
maintenance on their grounds and 
hot sticks annually to make sure they 
are in good working order. Austin 
Ohlhauser, a journeyman line 
worker with KEM Electric Cooperative, 
does a visual inspection, cleans the 
hot sticks and extendo sticks, then 
a layer of wax is applied to wick 
away moisture, then using a special 
electronic tool he tests every foot 
of the hot stick to ensure the stick 
is properly insulated. Hot sticks and 
extendo sticks enable line workers to 
work on energized power lines.
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KEM Electric Cooperative employees  

‘Brave the Shave’
Kirk Praus, Austin Ohlhauser, Kevin Horner, Dale 

Nagel, Dave Twardoski and Jeffrey Gefre raised 
$1,250 when they decided to “Brave the Shave” to 

fight childhood cancer.
The regional fundraiser was supported by KEM Electric 

Cooperative as the six employees shaved their heads 
Friday afternoon, March 10, in the Linton headquarters.

“I was due for a haircut anyway and some of the other 
guys said they would do it, so we made a team out of 
it,” Praus said with a laugh. “I appreciate when the line 
superintendent let the guys come in an hour early to get 
their heads shaved for a good cause.”

This is the first year KEM Electric Cooperative 
participated in the Basin Electric Cooperative event, 
which began in 2008. Praus, who organized the local 
event, was thrilled to see both employees and members 
donate to the worthwhile cause.

“People from the community donated. It went pretty 
well,” he said. “We raised a lot more money than I 
expected and it went to a good cause and that’s why a lot 
of these guys jumped on board.”

“Brave the Shave” believes all kids deserve a healthy, 
worry-free childhood which is why participants are 
committed to supporting the full spectrum of their 
cancer journey by providing assistance to the families 
and supporting critical research. The funds raised for the 
2017 campaign will benefit two organizations – the Brave 
the Shave Family Fund and the Andrew McDonough Be 
Positive (B+) Foundation.

The Brave the Shave Family Fund honors and supports 
more than 60 area families impacted by childhood cancer.

The Andrew McDonough Be Positive (B+) Foundation 
honors the life of Andrew McDonough. Andrew battled 
leukemia, septic shock and complications of childhood 
cancer for 167 days before passing away on July 14, 2007, 
at the age of 14. Andrew’s B+ blood type became his 
family’s and friends’ motto throughout his fight against 
childhood cancer – to “Be Positive.” The foundation 
is committed to providing world-class, cutting-edge 
pediatric cancer research to help find a cure for 
childhood cancers.

KEM Electric Cooperative’s team thanks those who 
donated to the event this year, and they had fun with it.

“That first view in the mirror was kind of a shock,” 
Praus said.

“This feels weird,” Horner said, feeling his newly bald 

head. Then he looked into a pickup mirror to examine 
himself. “It looks weird, too!” he exclaimed.

“What if it doesn’t grow back?” Nagel teased the others.
Despite their comments, the group is already planning 

next year’s fundraiser.
“We’re looking forward to next year,” Praus said. “Some 

of the guys this morning said maybe we should let our 

Austin Ohlhauser takes the clippers to Kirk Praus’ hair 
during the “Brave the Shave” event.

Jeffrey Gefre, Kevin Horner, Dave Twardoski, Kirk 
Praus, Austin Ohlhauser and Dale Nagel, left to right
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POSTER CONTEST

WINNERS
Shonda Haak and Loren Wolf grabbed their art supplies and drew posters about 

working and playing a safe distance from electricity. They are the winners of 
KEM Electric Cooperative’s safety poster contest with the theme, “How do you 

stay safe at your home or farm when around electricity?”

Shonda, 4, is the daughter of Steve and Sherrie Haak, Hauge. Loren, 12, is the 
son of Allen and Trudy Wolf, Zeeland. Each will win a $15 cash prize.

Shonda’s poster reminds everyone not to play near 
power lines.

Loren’s poster reminds everyone not to put 
objects into outlets.

SH
O

N
D

A
H

A
A

K

LO
RE

N
W

O
L

F

C4 APRIL 2017  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com

KEM
Electric Cooperative



Austin Cusey wins trip 
to Washington, D.C.

Austin Cusey, the son of James and Meredith Cusey, 
Steele, has earned a trip to Washington, D.C. KEM 
Electric Cooperative has selected Austin as the 

winner of the cooperative’s Youth Tour essay contest. He is 
a home-schooled 16-year-old student.

Austin will represent KEM Electric Cooperative during 
the all-expense-paid Youth Tour to Washington, D.C., 
in June. During the Youth Tour, students sponsored by 
electric cooperatives from across the country converge 
on the nation’s capital. They visit national monuments 
and historic sites, federal offices, and spend time with 
their congressional delegations. During the Youth Tour, 
students also learn about electric cooperatives and discuss 
issues facing their communities and the nation.

Austin, who has two younger brothers and a younger 
sister, lives with his parents on the family farm.

He wrote an essay to apply for the trip because he’s 
interested in our government and our nation’s history.

“I thought it would be great to learn more about how 
our government works,” he said. “I’m excited to meet the 
people who work in our government.”

Austin plays piano, practices Taekwondo, and enjoys 
winter sports such as snowboarding. He’s also involved in 
FFA and is a football fan.

To earn a trip to Washington, D.C., Austin wrote 
an essay on the following topic: “Democracy is the 
foundation of our American way of life and of cooperative 
enterprise. The fundamentals of democracy include voter 
participation, political party affiliation, and public debate 
of issues. Describe what you think makes our current 
democracy strong, and provide suggestions for ways our 
democracy can be made stronger and more effective.”

Here is Austin’s winning essay:
What is democracy? Democracy is basically a 

government executed by the people. The people work 
in a democracy by voting, holding office or making 
opinions known.

Why is our democracy strong? A grand democracy 
needs to give most of its power to the people in order to 
be successful. The group which is running the democracy 
needs to have limits on power unless it isn’t a public 
organization. Both the government and the citizens 
definitely need to be well-educated to execute their roles 
correctly or it will fall like an old bridge. 

How can we make are democracy more pure and 
effective? When voting for a leader or a law, they should 

not vote out of emotion or what benefits the voter, but 
they should vote for what they believe is correct. How 
should people vote? When voting, the people should think 
ahead on how it will affect the future. The laws or rules 
which are part of the democracy should also apply to the 
leaders. The leaders should have the same rights as the 
people in a democracy.  

We can be president in America’s democracy! However, 
there are many easier ways to affect the democracy. The 
person could be on a school board or run for mayor. 
Although this is an obvious example, voting is a privilege 
and not just a right, so we should execute our rights.

Many governments have tried to make their 
government as strong as America but most were 
unsuccessful, like the Browns in football. Lastly, America’s 
democracy may not be perfect but it is impossible for a 
democracy to be 100 percent successful and if it was there 
would be no need for democracy. 

Austin Cusey
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1: NOTIFY

2: WAIT

4: RESPECT

3: CONFIRM

5: DIG CAREFULLY

Call before           you dig!

Notify the North Dakota One Call Center by calling 811 or making an online request 
at least 48 hours before work begins, excluding weekends and holidays.  You’ll give 
the operator information about how to contact you, where you are planning to dig 
and what type of work you will be doing, or go online to enter this information. Utility 
companies who have potential facilities in the area of your dig site will be notifi ed 
about your intent to dig.

Wait the required amount of time for aff ected utility operators to respond to 
your request.

Respect the marks. The marks provided by the aff ected utilities are your guide for 
the duration of the project. The marks are valid for 21 calendar days.

If you are unable to maintain the marks during your project, or the project will 
continue past your request’s expiration date, please call 811 to ask for a re-mark. 

Confi rm that all aff ected utility operators have responded to your request and 
marked underground utilities. Compare the marks to the list of utilities the One Call 
Center notifi ed.

Dig carefully around the marks. No mechanical excavating can take place within 
24 inches on either side of the marked location of the underground facility. If you 
plan on digging within that 4-foot-wide area, hand digging is allowed, but please dig 
carefully and cautiously.

Planting a tree? Installing a fence? Remember to 
contact North Dakota One Call fi rst! The fi rst step to 
any project is safety, and damaging an underground 
facility while you dig can cause injury or even death. 

Numerous utility lines may be buried on your 
property, ranging from electric and telephone lines to 
water and sewer lines, but North Dakota One Call will 
help you locate these lines before your project begins.

Contact North Dakota One Call and utility line owners 
will locate and mark their lines. These locates do not 
include any lines you may have installed to your private 
facilities, such as detached garages, wells or yard 
lights. 

Go online at www.ndonecall.com or call 800-795-0555 
or 811.

It’s free, it’s simple and it’s the law. 

The 811 process:
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As spring planting nears, KEM Electric Cooperative reminds hardworking farmers and ranchers to stay safe.
Overhead power lines are necessary to deliver electricity, but those same power lines can also be deadly if not treated 

with respect. While you need to focus on the fi eld and your machinery, KEM Electric Cooperative urges you to also watch 
for electrical hazards around the farm or ranch.

Be aware
Farmers and their equipment should always be 10 feet away from power 

lines on all sides. Field cultivators and sprayers can often reach as high as 
12 feet in the air. Practice extreme caution and use a spotter to make sure 
you stay far away from power lines when you use tall equipment. 

If you have purchased new equipment, be aware of antennas or 
other attachments that may pose new hazards. A newer, bigger piece of 
equipment may no longer clear a line. In addition, shifting soil may also 
aff ect whether or not machinery avoids power lines from year-to-year.

Power lines also may sag over the years. If power lines on your property 
are sagging, contact KEM Electric Cooperative to repair the lines. Never try 
to move a power line on your own. 

Overhead power lines are not the only electric hazard on the farm. Guy 
wires, used to stabilize utility poles, are grounded. However, when one of 
the guy wires is broken, it can become charged with electricity. If you break 
a guy wire, call KEM Electric to fi x it. Don’t do it yourself.

Follow these other tips:
• Look over work areas carefully for overhead power lines and utility 

poles. Make sure you, your family and employees know the location of 
overhead power lines, and use routes to avoid the lines when moving 
equipment. Do this every year, as equipment sizes and soil conditions 
may change.

• Be aware of increased heights of equipment, especially new 
equipment with higher antennas.

• Avoid moving large equipment alone. Have someone watch as you 
move equipment to ensure you are clear of power lines.

• Be extra careful when working around trees and brush; they often 
make it diffi  cult to see power lines. 

What if you contact a power line?
Imagine that you are driving a tractor to the fi eld when things come to a 

screeching halt. You look back to see what’s stopping you, only to discover that 
you’re tangled in an overhead power line! What do you do? 
• First, DON’T climb out. If your equipment does contact a power line, stay in 

the cab and call for help. Warn others to stay away and wait until the electric 
cooperative arrives. Most utility lines are uninsulated, bare wires. Do not let 
your body become a direct link between the power line and the ground.

• If you must leave the tractor due to immediate danger, such as a fi re, jump 
as far away as you can, making sure that no part of your body touches the 
tractor and the ground at the same time. Land with both feet together and 
shuffl  e with your feet a few inches at a time, making sure to never break 
contact with the ground or cause separation between your feet.

• Once you’re off  the tractor, do not go back until KEM Electric Cooperative 
disconnects the power line.

You've planned every acre
HAVE YOU PLANNED FOR 

YOUR SAFETY?
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THE MARATHON  
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative  
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ........................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman.................Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  .............. Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director .................................Lehr
John Beck, Director ....................................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ........................... Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ..........................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .........Co-General Manager/CEO
Chris Baumgartner..Co-General Manager/CEO

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

March 2, 2017
• Approved the regular board meeting minutes
• Signed the special equipment summary
• Signed 219 work order closeout
• Approved irrigation rate schedules
• Heard a report from the Voucher Review Committee
• Heard department updates
• Heard an Innovative Energy Alliance update

The equipment is sold as is, with no warranty. KEM Electric Cooperative will be 
accepting bids through May 5, 2017. KEM Electric reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids. To see this equipment or for more information, contact the cooperative office at 
701-254-4666 or email kem@kemelectric.com. Send bids to: KEM Electric Cooperative, 
P.O. Box 790, Linton, ND 58552. Each item listed will be sold in separate bids.

The following equipment is being offered for sale on 
bids by KEM Electric Cooperative.

FOR SALE ON BIDS

Grasshopper 725D with Powerfold Duramax 72-inch professional cut deck with a 
snowblower attachment. 154.9 hours.

540-PTO 8-foot John Deere MX8 rotary three-point mower.
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