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C RRENT NEWS

Ryckman Whitetails is unique North Dakota ranch
BY LUANN DART

The buck momentarily freezes, then bounds away with a familiar flash of the tail. 
These white‐tailed deer are penned at Ryckman Whitetails, a deer ranch just outside 
of Linton, where KEM members, Mike and Kristy Ryckman and their family have been 
raising does and bucks the last seven years. It started with Mike’s passion for deer 
hunting and deer in general, a hobby the entire family now shares as well, including 
the couple’s three children, Makiah, 13, Keeley, 10, and Chance, 6.
“I’ve been deer hunting since I was 12 years old, always striving to learn more about 
deer and how antlers grow and how unique they are. The more research I did, the 
closer I got to actually doing something like this,” Mike says. Read more about their 
ranch in the local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine.



Luck of the Draw student scholarships available!

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Name and address ______________________________________________________
Telephone number and email address _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Member account number _________________________________________________
College/University you plan on attending ____________________________________
Career choice at this time _________________________________________________
I hereby certify that I graduated from _______________ High School in 2021, and my 
parent(s) or guardian(s) are members of KEM Electric. I request to have my name put 
into the Luck of the Draw scholarship drawing for the 2021 annual meeting.
Dated ______________________ Signed ____________________________________

IMPORTANT: 
2021 annual meeting update

The annual membership meeting of  
KEM Electric Cooperative Inc. will be held:

Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021
American Legion Hall, Barry Hoof Post 72, 

Napoleon, N.D.
Because an election was not held in 2020, there will be five board positions up for election at 

the 2021 annual meeting. They include the seats of Victor (Chuck) Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald, 
District 5; and Carmen Essig, At-Large; these would have been filled in 2020. In addition, they 
include the seats of John Beck, District 1, and Carter Vander Wal, District 2, who are up for 
re-election this year.

If you are interested in becoming a director, please review the section of bylaws pertaining to 
filing a petition for a director seat found online at www.kemelectric.com (click Your Community 
and Annual Meeting).

To place your name on the ballot, download a petition at the link above, or call 701-254-4666 
and request a petition, and we will mail it.

Petitions became available on May 25.
*Petitions must be returned to the co-op office no later than Aug. 23.*
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the annual meeting.

KEM Electric Cooperative will award two $500 
luck‐of‐the‐draw scholarships to be drawn at 
our annual meeting on Oct. 7.

High school seniors who attended high 
school during the 2020‐2021 academic 
year and graduated in May 2021, and have 
not previously been chosen for a KEM 
scholarship, are eligible for the luck‐of‐the‐
draw scholarship. To qualify, students must be 
dependents of KEM Electric members.

In the past, KEM has required students 
vying for this scholarship to attend the 
annual meeting, in an effort to teach the next 
generation of members about the cooperative 
business model and the importance of 
being involved.

Due to the rescheduling of KEM's 2021 
annual meeting, and knowing our high school 
students who graduated are now attending 
college, a parent or guardian must attend on 
the student's behalf.

To apply for the luck‐of‐the‐draw 
scholarships, students should detach and 
complete the form shown below, and mail to: 
KEM Electric Cooperative Inc., P.O. Box 790, 
Linton, ND 58552. You may also call the office 
at 701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673 and ask for 
Marcy, or email it to info@kemelectric.com.

To qualify for the luck‐of‐the‐draw 
scholarships, this form must be received at 
KEM Electric by 4:30 p.m. CT on Thursday, 
Sept. 30.


