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Operation Round Up reaches $100,000 milestone
So far in 2021, the KEM Electric Cooperative charitable program, Operation
Round Up, has awarded nine grants totaling $2,400. The money was used to
improve the quality of life across our rural service area.
One of the recent grants was given to the Red Lake Cemetery Board of Burnstad.
The money was used to remove diseased and damaged trees that were
compromising the safety of visitors and the burial markers of their loved ones.
Pooled with other community donations, the board was able to purchase and plant
new trees that will improve the landscape and safety for years to come.
KEM reached a large milestone last year, when Operation Round Up hit $100,000
in donations. Members, these small donations come from you, and they are helping
your friends, neighbors and community members make big improvements like this.
We talk about Operation Round Up a lot because we see how far those dollars go
and the good they do locally. If you are unfamiliar with the program, KEM’s
members choose to round up their monthly utility bills to the nearest dollar and
donate their change. A charitable trust board, made up of KEM members, meets
regularly to review applications and award grants to local individuals, groups or
charities with a specific need.
While we are proud of this milestone, we can do more. Currently, only 52 percent
of our membership participates in the program. Members, will you round up your
utility bills and donate less than $1 each month to better our area communities?
To opt in, call us at 701‐254‐4666. Together we make a powerful difference.

Suds and Savings
Your clothes washer and dryer
account for a significant portion of
your home’s energy consumption.
There are many ways you can save
energy and money in the laundry
room! The Department of Energy
recommends the following tips:
1. Wash with cold water. It can cut
one load’s energy use by more
than half.
2. Wash full loads. Your washing
machine will use the same
amount of energy no matter the
size of the clothes load, so fill it.
3. Use the high‐speed or extended
spin cycle in the washer. This
setting will remove more
moisture before drying and
reduce the drying time.
4. Dry heavier cottons separately.
Loads will dry faster and more
evenly if you separate heavier
cottons like linens and towels
from your lightweight clothing.
5. Make use of the “cool down”
cycle. If your dryer has this cycle
option, you can save energy
because the clothes will finish
drying with the remaining heat in
the dryer.
6. Use lower heat settings to dry
clothing. Regardless of drying
time, you’ll still use less energy.
7. Use dryer balls. Wool or rubber
balls will help keep clothes
separated for faster drying, and
they can help reduce static, so
you can eliminate dryer sheets.
8. Switch loads while the dryer is
warm. This allows you to take
advantage of the remaining heat
from the previous cycle.
9. Clean the lint filter after each
drying cycle. If you use dryer
sheets, remember to scrub the
filter once a month with a
toothbrush to remove excess
buildup.
10. Purchase ENERGY STAR®‐rated
washers and dryers. New
washers and dryers that receive
the ENERGY STAR® rating use
about 20 percent less energy than
conventional models.

The annual membership meeting of KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc.
will be held Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021
American Legion Hall, Barry Hoff Post 72, Napoleon, N.D.
Because an election was not held in 2020, there will be five Board positions up
for election at the 2021 annual meeting. They include the seats of Victor (Chuck)
Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald, District 5; and Carmen Essig, At‐Large; these would
have been filled in 2020. In addition, they include the seats of
John Beck, District 1; and Carter Vander Wal, District 2, who are up for
re‐election this year.
If you are interested in becoming a director, please review the section of
bylaws pertaining to filing a petition for a director seat found online at
www.kemelectric.com (click Your Community and Annual Meeting).
To place your name on the ballot, download a petition at the link above,
or call 701‐254‐4666 and request a petition, and we will mail it.
*Petitions became available May 25.*
*Petitions must be returned to the co‐op office no later than Aug. 23.*
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the annual meeting.
KEM will be closed Monday, July 5, to honor the Independence Day holiday.
Line crews will be available in case of an emergency or power outage by calling
701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673. Celebrate your Fourth of July safely!

Also in the JUNE issue of North Dakota Living:
■ Operation Round Up grants distributed, thank‐you notes received
■ Director Neil Meidinger earns Board Leadership Program certificate
■ Celebrating 100 years of God’s blessings at Prairie Bible Camp
■ Happy Father’s Day, meeting minutes and more

