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ANNUAL MEETING DATE CHANGE
The annual membership meeting of KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc.
will be held Thursday, Oct. 7, 2021 at 2 p.m.
American Legion Hall, Barry Hoff Post 72, Napoleon, N.D.
Because an election was not held in 2020, there will be five Board positions
up for election at the 2021 annual meeting. They include the seats of Victor
(Chuck) Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald, District 5; and Carmen Essig, At‐Large;
these would have been filled in 2020. In addition, they include the seats of John
Beck, District 1; and Carter Vander Wal, District 2, who are up for re‐election
this year.
If you are interested in becoming a director, please review the section of
bylaws pertaining to filing a petition for a director seat found online at
www.kemelectric.com (click Your Community and Annual Meeting).
To place your name on the ballot, download a petition at the link above, or
call 701‐254‐4666 and request a petition, and we will mail it.
Petitions will become available May 26.
*Petitions must be returned to the co‐op office no later than Aug. 23.*
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the annual meeting.

Scholarship recipients
announced
KEM offers scholarship opportunities
to dependents of our member‐owners
every year to assist in developing rural
leadership.
KEM offers one $500 scholarship to a
graduating senior from each of the
high schools within our service area.
This year, KEM awarded eight
scholarships to qualifying students.
Faculty members from each school
choose a student to receive funds.
The 2020‐2021 winners include:
 Ashley Public School chose
Alexis Kempf;
 Hazelton‐Moffit‐Braddock
Public School chose
Tara Dahl;
 Kidder County High School
chose Madelyn Schmidt;
 Linton Public School chose
Trey Jacob;
 Napoleon Public School chose
Janae Weigel;
 Strasburg Public School chose
Jessa Heidrich;
 Wishek Public School chose
Alexa Ketterling;
 Zeeland Public School chose
Joshua Krumm;
Kelly Zimmerman, Napoleon, earned
the $1,000 Basin Electric scholarship.
She will attend North Dakota State
University, and study accounting and
business administration. She plans to
become a certified public accountant
and obtain a job in tax accounting.
Congratulations, students, and best
wishes on your educational journeys!

Transformer changed at Linton Sub
On Friday, April 9, a transformer failed at the Linton
Substation. A transformer’s role is to “step down” power
received from transmission lines to a lower voltage that
travels along distribution lines until it reaches a smaller
transformer outside the member’s home or service.
Time and various weather conditions can cause electrical
infrastructure to deteriorate. While we perform regular
maintenance checks at all our substations within the KEM
Electric Cooperative service area, equipment occasionally fails.

KEM keeps a spare transformer on‐site at the Linton warehouse for just this
reason. Due to the size and weight of the equipment needing to be moved,
KEM hired an operator with a crane to do the heavy lifting.
In preparation for the equipment change‐out and back‐feeding, KEM line crews
worked overnight.
Line Superintendent Dale Nagel says the cooperative was able to back‐feed
about three‐fourths of the members who receive electric service from the Linton
Sub so they would receive power from another substation. KEM was unable to
back‐feed the remaining fourth due to their location on the system, and they
experienced a power outage until the work was complete.
From start to finish, it took 14 ½ hours to re‐energize the Linton Substation, with
the distribution lines following shortly behind. A couple hours after the sub was
energized, a fuse failed, causing members to lose power for 30 to 45 minutes.
Employees worked long hours to minimize the outage time for our members.
We know being without power is an inconvenience, and we want to thank our
members for their patience as we worked to repair the system.
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