Vol. Five ■ No. Two ■ February 2021

107 S. Broadway – P.O. Box 790
Linton, ND 58552
Phone: 701‐254‐4666
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐472‐2673
Fax: 701‐254‐4975
Email: info@kemelectric.com
Underground Line Locates
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐795‐0555 or 811
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Chair…..Victor “Chuck” Wald
Vice Chair…..Dean Hummel
Secretary‐Treasurer…..Carter Vander Wal
Directors:
John Beck
Dean Dewald
Carmen Essig
Neil Meidinger
Co‐General Managers/CEOs:
Donald A. Franklund
Travis M. Kupper

www.kemelectric.com
“Like” and follow us on Facebook
KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and
services that support and unite our
member‐owners.
We also aspire to meet the Touchstone
Energy® Cooperative core values of
integrity, innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.
KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an
equal opportunity provider.

WANTED: YOU!







Consider serving on your cooperative's board of directors.
Cooperatives: local ownership, local control, local governance.
Cooperative board of directors: elected by members,
representing members, overseeing work of the co‐op.
Annual elections, among members of the cooperative, fill
positions on the cooperative board of directors.
Role of cooperative director: attend regular board meetings,
review reports of progress, discuss and decide key matters.
Learn, grow: many educational opportunities available!

Are you interested in becoming a director?
KEM Electric Cooperative’s annual meeting will be held June 17.
Because an election was not held in 2020 due to the pandemic, there will
be five Board seats up for election at the 2021 annual meeting. They include
the seats of Victor (Chuck) Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald, District 5; and
Carmen Essig, At‐Large, which would have been filled in 2020. In addition,
they include John Beck, District 1; and Carter Vander Wal, District 2, who are
up for re‐election this year.
The cooperative is divided into five districts, with one director representing
each district and two at‐large board seats. The current board of directors
includes: District 1, John Beck; District 2, Carter Vander Wal; District 3,
Neil Meidinger; District 4, Victor (Chuck) J. Wald; District 5, Dean Dewald;
at‐large director, Dean Hummel; and at‐large director, Carmen Essig.
If you are interested in becoming a director for KEM Electric, please review
the section of bylaws pertaining to filing a petition for a director seat found in
the February local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine.
To place your name on the ballot, download a petition on our website
www.kemelectric.com (click Your Community and Annual Meeting).
Or, call KEM at 701‐254‐4666 and request a petition, and we will mail it.
Petitions will become available on Feb. 17.
*Petitions must be returned to the cooperative office no later than May 3.*
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at the annual meeting.

Deadline approaching!
Scholarship applications due Feb. 15
KEM Electric takes pride in assisting
with the development of rural
leadership through our scholarship
program. For information on
scholarships available and how to
apply, visit www.kemelectric.com or
read the February local pages in the
North Dakota Living magazine.
Good luck, students, and thank you!
You are our future.

Prepare for tax season with SmartHub
Print copies of your monthly utility bills by logging into SmartHub! Visit
www.kemelectric.com and click Your Account, Payment Options and SmartHub,
and proceed to your billing history. If you have not signed up for SmartHub, you
can set up a secure account. Call 701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673 with questions!

DIAL THE 2‐1‐1 HELPLINE

KEM line crews are
patrolling power lines
They look for maintenance issues,
safety hazards, or potential problems
that may affect the power lines that
deliver electric service to your home
or business.
Power lines are on and off the
beaten path. You may see employees
in a KEM Electric truck, all‐terrain
vehicle or snowmobile. They do
preventative maintenance that
strengthens the system, and they are
there for your safety.

Also in the FEBRUARY issue of
North Dakota Living:
■ KEM directors earn CCD certificates
■ Safety conference cancelled
■ Follow KEM Electric on Facebook!
■ Board meeting highlights … and more

Grant helps spread kindness Colbie Fandrich wanted to see
The upgraded ice rink in Wishek is bringing health to
those who are getting outside for fresh air and exercise,
and connecting people.
It is also bringing healing to one area family, who lost
a son in an accident in 2016. Thanks in part to their
fundraising efforts, the Colbie Fandrich Memorial is
helping people remember a young man who was a
dreamer, hard‐worker, and determined to be kind and
help others in need.
An Operation Round Up grant from KEM Electric
helped make it possible.
In the KEM February local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine, read how
the upgrades have benefited the Wishek community, and how the rink
encourages people to live like Colbie.

Operation Round Up grant applications due March 31
Any person or group in the KEM Electric service area may apply.
To request an application, call KEM at 701‐254‐4666, or download at
www.kemelectric.com (My Community, Charitable Giving, Operation Round Up).

