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What you need to know about your Annual Meeting
WHO: You, our member‐owner
WHAT: Business‐only meeting; there will be no
meal, door prizes, giveaways or guest speakers.

107 S. Broadway – P.O. Box 790
Linton, ND 58552
Phone: 701‐254‐4666
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐472‐2673
Fax: 701‐254‐4975
Email: info@kemelectric.com
Underground Line Locates
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐795‐0555 or 811
OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Chair…..Victor “Chuck” Wald
Vice Chair…..Dean Hummel
Secretary‐Treasurer…..Carter Vander Wal
Directors:
John Beck
Dean Dewald
Carmen Essig
Neil Meidinger
Co‐General Managers/CEOs:
Donald A. Franklund
Travis M. Kupper

www.kemelectric.com
“Like” and follow us on Facebook
KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and
services that support and unite our
member‐owners.
We also aspire to meet the Touchstone
Energy® Cooperative core values of
integrity, innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.
KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an
equal opportunity provider.

WHEN: Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 2 p.m.
WHERE: American Legion Hall,
Barry Hoff Post 72, Napoleon
 Consider serving on your cooperative's board of directors.
WHY:
Learn co‐op updates and vote. This year,
 Cooperatives: local ownership, local control, local governance.
the director seats up for election are those of
 Cooperative board of directors: elected by members,
Victor “Chuck” Wald, District 4; Dean Dewald,
representing members, overseeing work of the co‐op.
District 5; and Carmen Essig, At‐Large.
 Annual elections, among members of the cooperative, fill
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only be one attendee per membership. We will have masks and hand
sanitizer available at the door.
Please watch for updates on Facebook and our website www.kemelectric.com.
The Annual Report will be mailed to you later this month.

Members, if you are interested in the meeting and
cooperative news but prefer not to attend:
BEK TV will be recording the event. The video will be available on our
website www.kemelectric.com at a later date. Thank you for your continued
interest and patience during these swiftly changing times. Your safety and
service have always been, and always will be, our priority.

The heating season is near. Is your electric meter breaker on?
Members, if your home or business has a sub‐meter for the separately
metered electric heat rate, please make sure your heat meter breaker is
turned on inside your electric panel. In fact, if you have a heat meter,
please make sure the breaker to the meter is turned on all year, to ensure
KEM receives meter readings. If the breaker is off, your electric heat
kilowatt‐hour usage will not be reflected on your bill.
The Separately Metered Heat rates run Oct. 1 through April 30.

Practice electrical safety on campus

What happens when you
have an accident in the
field and hit electrical
infrastructure?
This member did the right thing,
and reported it to KEM Electric.
The compromised distribution pole
would have eventually toppled and
caused a power outage — or even
worse — caused an injury. Thankfully,
no one was hurt this time. A KEM
crew made repairs the same day.
When you’re in the field, please
take time to look up and around, as
you enter and leave. Know where our
poles, lines and transformer boxes are
located, and be aware of shifting soil
conditions and proximity to our
property.
If you see a damaged or downed
power line or pole, do not assume it is
de‐energized. Keep a safe distance,
and report it to KEM by calling
701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673, or
emailing safety@kemelectric.com.
Please include location information
and a photo, if possible.
Working together helps ensure the
safety of all!

Also in the SEPTEMBER issue
of North Dakota Living:
■ A local celebration of rural life;
■ Wishek Senior Center appreciates
grant, co‐op updates and more!

Now that your college student has settled into a routine, it’s time to talk about
electrical safety. Students use many electronics for school, work and play. When
used improperly, these helpful gadgets can become
electric hazards. Our friends at Safe Electricity offer
the following tips to stay safe on campus and in
the home.
 Extension cords are only for temporary use.
Dorm rooms may not have enough outlets to
plug in all your gadgets at once. If you must
use extension cords, use them temporarily and
unplug them when not in use.
 Consider purchasing power strips with an over‐current protector, which will
shut off power automatically if there is too much current being drawn.
 Use light bulbs with the correct wattage for lamps; if no indication is on the
fixture, do not use a bulb with more than 60 watts.
 Never tack or nail an electrical cord to any surface or run cords across
traffic paths, under rugs or furniture.
 Keep all electrical appliances and cords safely away from bedding, curtains
and other flammable material.
 Discard damaged electronics like those that have a frayed cord or damaged
plug‐in; they can cause an electric shock.
 If your lights flicker, electronics shut off or circuits trip, notify campus staff.
 Watch for overheated outlets. If an electrical outlet becomes so hot you
cannot leave your hand on it, there is potential for fire. Unplug everything
from the outlet and notify dorm officials immediately.
 Know what to do if there is a fire, including escape and meeting plans.
According to www.firescience.org, firefighters respond to an average of 3,810
fires in college residence halls and Greek housing each year. Since 2000, campus
fires have resulted in 122 fatalities and millions of dollars in property damage.
According to FEMA, the vast majority of these fires could have been prevented
through awareness and education.

ORU deadline approaching
Operation Round Up is a voluntary program in which electric cooperative
members round up their monthly utility bills to the nearest dollar and donate their
change to local individuals, groups or charities with a specific need. The money
pools and accumulates, and an elected board of co‐op members reviews the grant
applications that have been submitted and determines worthiness.
The next application deadline will be Sept. 30.
To request an application, call KEM at 701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673, or
download the form at www.kemelectric.com (hover over My Community,
Charitable Giving, and click on Operation Round Up Grant Application).

Nominate a local hero for the #WhoPowersYou contest
This year marks the final #WhoPowersYou contest. Hosted by Touchstone
Energy® Cooperatives nationwide including KEM Electric locally, the contest
celebrates people who inspire or make a difference in our local communities.
The contest will be held Sept. 8 to Oct. 9. Winners will be announced in
November, and the person you nominate could receive up to $5,000.
The nominator must be a member of KEM.
To enter the contest, visit www.whopowersyou.com, fill out a submission
and submit a photo. Entries from our co‐op will be featured in the local pages of
North Dakota Living.

