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‘Thank you for your sacrifice and service’
Area veteran received Quilt of Valor, thanks in part to
Operation Round Up grant
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Sharing memories of their military
service can be difficult for veterans and
service members, who had to see and do
some unimaginable things as they
defended our freedoms at war.
Even time can’t heal the wounds some
of these folks suffer, such as post‐
traumatic stress disorder, and other
physical and physiological limitations
they deal with as a result of their time
on active duty.
A quilt may not ease their pain or fill
a void, but it does say, “Thank you for
your sacrifice, service and valor.” You
are remembered and appreciated.
In June, veteran and KEM Electric
KEM members Tony and Sally Bernhardt
member Tony Bernhardt received a
Quilt of Valor to commemorate his service and sacrifice. The homemade quilt
was constructed with three layers, crafted with patriotic colors, and gently
stitched with love bestowed by a volunteer.
In KEM’s November local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine,
learn how this handy farm kid from Emmons County became the go‐to man
in a weapons repair shop in Okinawa, Japan — and read some interesting
memories of what his life was like back home before electric service.

KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and
services that support and unite our
member‐owners.
We also aspire to meet the Touchstone
Energy® Cooperative core values of
integrity, innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.
KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an
equal opportunity provider.

Also in the NOVEMBER issue of North Dakota Living:
■ Quilts of Valor donations and nominations needed ■ Board meeting minutes

Heating assistance may
be available with LIHEAP
The Low Income Heating Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) can help
eligible low‐income households with
home heating costs. The program can
help with:
• Heating assistance;
• Weatherization services;
• Furnace and chimney cleaning;
• Furnace repair and replacement;
• Emergency assistance.
Visit www.communityoptionsnd.com
for information. For help filling out and
submitting the LIHEAP application, call
800‐823‐2417 ext. 140.

Generator safety
Now’s the time to make sure your
portable generator is ready for use.
Read and follow the manufacturer’s
instructions. Most important is the
transfer switch that disconnects the
farm or home from the power line and
connects it to the generator. It must
be a double‐throw transfer switch that
prevents the generator from feeding
electricity back onto the power line.
Also, never use a generator indoors
due to carbon monoxide.

Holiday closings
KEM Electric will be closed
Wednesday, Nov. 11, in observance
of Veterans Day, and Thursday and
Friday, Nov. 26 and 27, for the
Thanksgiving holiday.
Line crews will be available in the
case of an emergency or power
outage.

Winter driving safety
Compromised roads can lead to accidents. Be aware of electrical hazards you
may encounter on the road.
If you are driving after a storm, stay away from
downed power lines, poles and related equipment.
Do not assume it is de‐energized. Call 911 immediately
to report the damage and protect the public. If you know
the system is KEM Electric’s, call 701‐254‐4666 or
800‐472‐2673.
If you are in a car accident with a power pole, do not
leave the vehicle until professional personnel tell you it
is safe to exit. If the car is in contact with a power pole or
line, it could be energized. Stepping outside could be deadly if your body becomes
the path to ground for electricity. Remain inside and call 911, and wait for utility
personnel to arrive and ensure the line is de‐energized.
For more information on winter driving conditions and safety, visit
www.kemelectric.com and click Your Safety.
This information was brought to you by Safe Electricity.

Noteworthy: National Apprenticeship Week
KEM Electric Cooperative is celebrating the sixth‐annual National Apprenticeship
Week Nov. 8 to 14, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor.
Apprenticeships provide demand‐driven education, allowing apprentices to earn
while they learn – helping to close the gap between the skills job creators seek and
jobs seekers need.
National Apprenticeship Week spotlights how apprenticeships help employees
grow in knowledge and skill to succeed in today’s workplace. In exchange, these
employees have the opportunity to learn from veteran employees and mentors,
and earn wages and benefits that sustain families.
Those family members work, go to school, purchase goods from area businesses,
volunteer in our communities — and ultimately sustain our smaller towns and
improve our quality of life.
KEM Electric regularly hires apprentices. At this time, we have three apprentices:
Kirk Praus and Tyler Schummer in Linton, and Dillon Steinolfson in Steele.
Congratulations and thank you for your work!

