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“Like” us on Facebook
KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and
services that support and unite our
member‐owners.
We also aspire to meet the Touchstone
Energy® Cooperative core values of
integrity, innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.
KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an
equal opportunity provider.

NEW YEAR, NEW OUTLOOK?
Trying to stay positive amid farm and ranch challenges
Moisture was a blessing and a curse in 2019 for many farmers and
ranchers in the KEM Electric service area. Some crops were bountiful and
high‐quality. And then the rains kept coming, and turned to snow in early
October. Crops became difficult — if not impossible — to harvest.
Excessive moisture delayed corn and sunflower harvests across the state.
The National Agricultural Statistics Service released a National Crop Progress
report on Dec. 9 that showed a stark contrast to harvest completion just one
year before.
According to statistics listed on the USDA website, in December 2018,
87 percent of the corn crop was harvested in North Dakota, compared to
only 36 percent on Dec. 1, 2019. The sunflower harvest was also remarkably
low this year; in December 2018, 86 percent of the crop was harvested, but
on Dec. 1, 2019, only 51 percent of the flowers were off the field.
In KEM’s January local pages of the North Dakota Living magazine, meet
members Mike and Marge Horner, and Myron Rau; they reflect on 2019 and
share their experiences. The NDSU Extension Service also offers ways to
manage stress.
Many of our farming and ranching friends are members of KEM Electric.
Your work is vital to our region, state, nation and beyond, and we are
thankful for you and all you do.
Please take good care of yourselves. Your safety matters.

Statement of Non-Discrimination

Youth Tour – Apply NOW
The deadline is quickly approaching
for students to apply for the 2020
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour trip to
Washington, D.C., scheduled from
June 20 to 26.
The deadline to enter the essay‐
writing contest is Jan. 31.
Visit www.kemelectric.com and
click Your Community and Youth Tour
for details. Or, read the January local
pages of the North Dakota Living
magazine or call KEM at 254‐4666.

KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is a recipient of federal assistance from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA). In accordance with Federal civil rights law and
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its
Agencies, offices and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program,
political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and
complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program
information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should
contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Additionally,
program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of
the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call
866-632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax: 202-690-7442; or
(3) email:
program.intake@usda.gov

KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc. is an equal opportunity provider.

Tackle a DIY efficiency project
KEM offers scholarships
KEM Electric will award eight $500
scholarships to qualified applicants
whose parent(s) or guardian(s) are
members of the co‐op. Students
should contact their school counselor
for deadline information.
KEM will also award a $1,000
scholarship sponsored by Basin
Electric Power Cooperative; and a
$500 scholarship to a graduating
senior who is attending homeschool
or working toward a GED. The
deadline to apply is Feb. 7.
Visit www.kemelectric.com and
click Your Community and
Scholarships for details. Or, read the
January local pages of the North
Dakota Living magazine or call KEM at
254‐4666.

Also in the JANUARY issue of
North Dakota Living:
■ KEM and RDFC award grant
for daycare
■ Board meeting minutes, and more

A New Year brings new opportunities to save energy and money. Consider this
simple energy‐efficiency upgrade that can help you save throughout the year.
TRIM DRYER VENT
inefficient twist and curve
Supplies needed: tin snips, gloves, measuring
tape and masking tape.
If the dryer vent hose is too long, your dryer is
using more energy than necessary. The vent hose
should be long enough for you to pull the dryer
out a couple feet from the wall, but the shape of
the hose should form a line and not have slack,
with twists and curves. A shorter, unobstructed vent hose increases the efficiency
of your dryer, dries clothing faster, and reduces lint buildup that can create
potential fire hazards.
To complete this project, simply measure, mark and trim the hose to the
desired length, and reattach the hose to your dryer and exterior vent.

