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“Like” us on Facebook
KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and
services that support and unite our
member‐owners.
We also aspire to meet the Touchstone
Energy® Cooperative core values of
integrity, innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.
KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

At this year’s annual meeting, celebrate KEM’s milestone 75‐year anniversary … and
remember why electricity is just as important today as it was on April, 2, 1949, when
the first KEM meter was energized at the home of member Bill Giedt.

Members, learn about out past and progress at …

KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE’S ANNUAL MEETING
June 20, 2019, at Linton Public School
Supper includes roast beef, buns, coleslaw, baked beans, chips, pickles and cookies.
A commemorative blanket is the member gift for those in attendance.

KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., was organized in 1944, during World War II,
nine years after the birth of the Rural Electrification Administration. Nine
founding board members and an Emmons County Extension Agent were the
driving force in creating KEM Electric and in bringing electricity to the rural
areas of south central North Dakota. KEM uses the initials of three of the
counties in the service area, Kidder, Emmons and McIntosh. Logan County
was added later to the service area but not to the name.
It is hard to imagine life today without our smart phones, tablets, home‐
protection systems, and any of the modern‐day technologies that would
have seemed unbelievable 75 years ago. Yet, the importance of electricity is
not easily forgotten on cold winter nights when blizzards can snap power
lines — or on hot, summer days when lightning can strike. Without
electricity, our lives would not be the same, and we would be living in the
past rather than remembering it.

Medora discounts available for KEM members

Scheduled maintenance
benefits you and your
electric cooperative

On Thursday, May 16, KEM Electric
Cooperative performed scheduled
maintenance on portions of the
Wishek-to-Zeeland transmission line.
The line was de-energized for the day,
so crews could update insulators and
add lightning arrestors. The outage
affected KEM members being served
out of the Zeeland and Midway
Substations, and Dakota Cogen Station.
In the cooperative spirit of working
together for the greater good, KEM
was joined by lineworkers from
Mor-Gran-Sou Electric, Roughrider
Electric, 3C Construction and Vetch
Independent Power. More than 25
linemen worked together to complete
maintenance on about 28 miles of
transmission line. Work continues by
KEM crews to complete work on about
five more miles.
Improving the integrity of the system
through maintenance benefits you and
your cooperative. Scheduling
maintenance on a mild day, rather
than fixing an outage in the middle of
the night, is better for all of us. An
avoided outage is more convenient for
everybody. KEM can save money, and
you don’t have the inconvenience of
being without electric service.
Thank you, members, for your
understanding as we work to keep your
electric system as reliable as possible.
We also thank the extra linemen for
their assistance; it made this large
project possible in a relatively short
amount of time.

In partnership with the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Foundation, more than 10
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives in North Dakota have joined forces to make
vacationing in North Dakota more affordable
for families, including KEM. This summer,
head to Medora, where electric cooperative
members are eligible for a 15-percent
discount off the following reservations:
« The Medora Musical
« A Pitchfork Steak Fondue
« Bully Pulpit Golf Course
« Lodging at the Badlands Motel, Elkhorn Quarters or Rough Riders Hotel
Members also receive 20 percent off at the Cowboy Hall of Fame by providing
the discount code Touch2019 at the door.
KEM members, if you are traveling to beautiful Medora this summer, call
1-800-MEDORA-1 to provide the discount code Touch2019, make reservations
and receive your savings.

In honor of Independence Day, KEM Electric
will be closed Thursday, July 4. Line crews will
be available in case of an emergency outage.

Also in the JUNE issue of North Dakota Living:
■ Essay by Elisabeth Bender, on how electricity improved the quality of life for
her ancestors — and how KEM Electric helped grow her love of history
■ ‘Imagine if we had not followed our forefather’s dream of rural electrification’
■ Power supplier updates, Board meeting minutes … and more

