
Vol. Nineteen  No. 12  Dec. 2021

KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

107 S. Broadway – P.O. Box 790
Linton, ND 58552

Phone: 701‐254‐4666
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐472‐2673

Email: info@kemelectric.com

Underground Line Locates
Toll‐free: 1‐800‐795‐0555 or 811

www.kemelectric.com

“Like” us on Facebook

KEM Electric Cooperative is dedicated to
providing affordable, reliable energy and

services that support and unite our
member‐owners.

We aspire to meet the Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative core values of integrity,

innovation, accountability and
commitment to community.

KEM Electric Cooperative, Inc., is an
equal opportunity provider.

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
Chair…..Victor “Chuck” Wald

Vice Chair….. John Beck 
Secretary‐Treasurer…..Carter Vander Wal

Directors:
Dean Dewald, Dean Hummel  
Carmen Essig, Neil Meidinger

Co‐General Managers/CEOs:
Donald A. Franklund

Travis Kupper

C RRENT NEWS
KEM Electric 
supports students 
with scholarships
BY LUANN DART

KEM Electric Cooperative 
takes pride in assisting with the 
development of rural leadership 
through our scholarship program

We are happy to continue our 
updated program to include more 
scholarship opportunities to our 
graduating seniors. The applicants 
must be dependents of KEM 
Electric Cooperative members. All 
scholarships will be awarded during 
the 2021‐22 school year.

 
$500 scholarships available through 
area high schools 

KEM Electric Cooperative will 
award $500 scholarships to qualified 
applicants whose parent(s) or 
guardian(s) are members of the 
co‐op. School representatives from 
Ashley, Wishek, Zeeland, Strasburg, 
Linton, HMB, Kidder County and 
Napoleon will select one graduating 
senior to receive the funds.

The co‐op will also award one 
$500 scholarship to a graduating 
senior from a homeschool setting, 
GED setting or a school outside of 
our service area. Please contact our 
office if interested. 
 
$1,000 scholarship sponsored by 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative

KEM Electric Cooperative will 
award a $1,000 scholarship to a 
student who is already enrolled 
or planning to enroll in a full‐time 

graduate or undergraduate program.
All post‐secondary students who have 

parents/guardians who are members of 
KEM Electric are eligible to apply.

 
Luck‐of‐the‐draw scholarships 

KEM Electric Cooperative will award 
two $500 luck‐of‐the‐draw scholarships 
to be drawn at our annual meeting. All 
high school seniors who are dependents 
of KEM Electric members and have 
not previously been chosen for a 
co‐op scholarship are eligible for this 
scholarship. Students must attend our 
annual meeting and be accompanied 
with at least one parent or guardian, 
and will be required to RSVP before 
the meeting. 
 
Interested in applying?

Students should contact their school 
counselor for information.

Applications are available at 
area schools, at the Linton office 
or on KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
website: kemelectric.com.

You may also call 701‐254‐ 4666 or 
800‐472‐2673 to request an application.



KEM Electric Cooperative’s core job 
is keeping the lights on, but the passion 
is serving its members. Because it is 
a co‐op, the purpose is to enrich the 
lives of members and serve the long‐
term interests of the community. This 
service focus is at the heart of who KEM 
Electric is.  
 
Values‐focused approach

KEM Electric was built and led by 
the members it serves. Whether 
tested by severe weather events or a 
pandemic, KEM Electric Cooperative 
puts people first not just during tough 
times but all the time. Over the years, 
our charitable efforts and other locally 
focused projects have helped beautify a 
cemetery and plant trees, build docks at 
the local parks, supported local schools 
and young people, assisted families in 
need to keep the lights on and much 
more. 

KEM staff volunteers for various 
groups include local fire and rescue 
department, 4H and various other civic 

Members, are you leaving 
home for all or part of the 
winter? Make sure you are 
signed up for SmartHub 
to receive important 
cooperative updates, like 
planned power outages, 
while you are away!

You will receive a 
text message or email 
notifying you of important 
information related to your 
electric service.

Now’s a good time to also 
make sure KEM Electric Cooperative has 
your current contact information! To 
verify your telephone number or email 
address, or request an update, call 
701‐254‐4666 or 800‐472‐2673. Or, log 
into your SmartHub account to update 
your information.

If you do not have a SmartHub 

KEM Electric wishes our 
members a very merry 

Christmas, and a safe and 
happy New Year! 

In observance of the holidays 
KEM Electric Cooperative will be 

closed on: 
Dec. 23‐24, for Christmas 

Dec. 31 for New Year’s Day

Members: Line crews will be 
available in case of an electrical 

emergency outage.
account, set one up by going to www.
kemelectric.com/smarthub. KEM also 
has a Facebook page! Please like and 
follow to learn timely cooperative and 
community news. Members, thank you 
for staying in touch and helping us keep 
you informed!

Co-op Values Translate to Benefits for the Community 
BY ANNE HANSEN

groups. 
Each year KEM Electric supports 

local students offering of $6,500 in 
scholarships, sponsoring one student 
to the North Dakota Youth Tour and 
numerous contributions to local 
nonprofits and schools. 

KEM Electric Cooperative has also 
invested in our technology with 
our distribution system to improve 
operational efficiency.

“One project that we have been 
working on is installing Trip Savors, 
which replace older oil circuit 
reclosers,” said Dale Nagel, Chief of 
Staff at KEM Electric Cooperative. “This 
technology offers KEM Electric more 
flexibility and allows us to program 
them depending on load, ultimately 
reducing the number of outages 
throughout the year.” 
 
Prioritizing the local economy

KEM Electric is available to partner 
with local business and organizations 
on economic development projects that 

meet our region’s evolving needs and 
help it to thrive.  

The money spent stays right here 
and benefits our local economy. It is 
invested in the infrastructure of our 
co‐op and community in order to 
ensure the long‐term viability of both. 
Because when the co‐op thrives, our 
community thrives. 
 
Sustainable Future

Technology such as the SmartHub 
app offers more options to track energy 
use and help manage the costs that are 
under your control. 

“As a local business, we are proud 
of our role in helping bring good 
things to our community,” said Marcy 
Sanders,Manager of Member Relations 
at KEM Electric Cooperative. “While the 
larger environment in which it operate 
is constantly changing, one thing 
remains constant. Working together 
with you, the members we serve, we’ll 
continue to be a catalyst for good.”

Snowbirds, have you signed by for 
SmartHub 
BY ANNE HANSEN


