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C RRENT NEWS
Manager’s message: Thank a lineworker 

Travis Kupper

If you were 
asked to associate 
an image or a 
person with KEM 
Electric, I bet you 
would picture 
a lineworker. 
One of the most 
visible employees 
of the co‐op, 
lineworkers 

work tirelessly to ensure our members 
receives uninterrupted power 24/7.

“Lineworker” is listed as one of the 
top 10 most dangerous jobs in the U.S. 
This is understandable as they perform 
detailed tasks near high‐voltage 
power lines. Regardless of the time of 
day, having to brave stormy weather 
and other challenging conditions, 
lineworkers must climb high up in the 
air, often carrying heavy equipment to 
get the job done. 

Being a lineworker is not a glamorous 
or easy profession. It takes years of 
specialized training, ongoing education, 
dedication, and equally important, a 
sense of service and commitment. How 
else can you explain the willingness 
to leave the comfort of their home 
to tackle a challenging job in difficult 
conditions, when most are sheltering 
comfortably at home? 

This dedication and sense of service 
to the community is truly what 
sets them apart. That’s why we set 
aside the second Monday in April to 
celebrate and recognize the men and 
women who work around the clock to 
keep the lights on.

While lineworkers may be the most 
visible employees at KEM Electric, it’s 
important to note that there is a team 
of highly skilled professionals working 
behind the scenes. Engineers provide 
ongoing expertise and guidance on 
the operations side of the co‐op. 
Member service representatives 
are always standing by to take your 
calls and answer your questions. Our 
information technology experts are 
continuously monitoring our system 
to help safeguard sensitive data. And 
these are just a few of the folks who 
work together to ensure we can deliver 
the service and reliability you expect 
and deserve. Without them, our 
lineworkers wouldn’t be able to “bring 
the light” to our community.

Our dedicated and beloved 
lineworkers are proud to represent 
KEM Electric, and they deserve all the 
appreciation and accolades that come 
their way on Lineworker Appreciation 
Day. 

On April 11, and any time you see 
a lineworker, I hope you’ll join me in 
thanking them for their exceptional 
service. I also hope you’ll remember 
that you have a dedicated team 
of professionals working behind 
the scenes at the co‐op whose 
commitment to service runs just as 
deep. 



National studies consistently rank 
power line installers and repairers 
among the most dangerous jobs in the 
country, and for good reason. Laboring 
high in the air wearing heavy equipment 
and working directly with high voltage 
creates the perfect storm of a dangerous 
and unforgiving profession. But electric 
lineworkers are up to the task. These 
brave men and women are committed 
to safety, as well as the challenges of the 
job.

KEM Electric’s lineworkers are 
responsible for keeping power flowing 
day and night, regardless of national 
holidays, vacations, birthdays, weddings 
or other important family milestones. 
Beyond the years of specialized training 
and apprenticeships, it takes internal 
fortitude and a mission‐oriented outlook 
to be a good lineworker. In fact, this 
service‐oriented mentality is a hallmark 
characteristic of lineworkers. The job 
requires lineworkers to set aside their 
personal priorities to better serve their 
local community. 

Get to know our dedicated lineworker 
in this month’s issue of North Dakota 
Living.  

The power behind 
your power 

CO-OP NIGHT WITH THE BISMARCK BUCKS! 

Join KEM Electric Electric for Co-op Night, as the Bismarck 
Bucks take on the San Diego Strike.  KEM Electric members are 
invited to redeem a FREE general admission ticket by visiting 

our website! 

The game will take place on May 1. 

If you 
have been a 
KEM Electric 
member, you’ve 
likely noticed 
Jeff Gefre, 
Journeyman 
Lineman, out 
and about, 
working on 
power lines and 
other electrical 

equipment in our community.
Although Gefre will be retiring in April, 

his 33 years of service will leave a lasting 
impact on those who worked with him, 
and the members he served.  “Jeff’s 
knowledge of the cooperative’s system 

Gefre retires from KEM Electric 
has helped the younger employees 
grow and learn our system better,” 
said Dale Nagel, chief of staff and line 
superintendent. “In addition to his 
knowledge, Jeff is a great operator with 
all the trucks and other machines we 
have. He loves to remind us of how 
he could back a trailer all the way to 
Wishek, but we are all still waiting to see 
that!”

Gefre began working for KEM Electric 
in April of 1989, working in the Wishek 
outpost at the time. “When I began, the 
hardest challenges were getting familiar 
with all the backgrounds, and locations 
of our members,” he said. 

Continue reading this article in April’s 
issue of North Dakota Living. 


