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• Co-op grant helps restore Zeeland Arch
• How YOUR local co-op fits into the electric 

cooperative network
• KEM seeks Youth Tour student applicants
• Meeting minutes … and more

Celebrate Co-op Month!
By providing the electricity that powers your home, farm or 

business, KEM Electric Cooperative plays a role in your daily life. 
We are thankful for the opportunities to help our members feed 
families, harvest crops, power progressive businesses and stay 
connected to the world.

Electric cooperatives observe Co-op Month in October. Operating 
in the spirit of cooperation, cooperatives are a true example of 
grassroots involvement because they are owned and controlled by 
those they serve. Our business model — and our local, hometown 
members — are what power KEM. 

Thank you, members, for being active and involved. Together, 
let’s celebrate Co-op Month.

Safe, reliable, affordable energy. We are proud to power your life.
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HEY, batter batter … swing, 
batter batter! The faint 
baseball cheer can almost be 

heard in the wind as you walk around 
the remains of Zeeland Park.

Built in the 1930s, a prairie-rock 
arch, an open field, a grove of trees and 
photographs are the only relics left of 
Zeeland’s once-famous baseball teams.

In its prime, up to 200 people 
gathered at the park to watch 
baseball and cheer on the home 
team, according to the 2002 Zeeland 
centennial heritage calendar.

Today the arch is deteriorating, but 
with help from some “angels in the 
outfield,” the gateway to this field of 
dreams will hopefully be restored this 
fall to its former glory.

“The side arches need to be repaired 
for stability and the center arch needs 
a facelift,” says Joyce Scherr, Zeeland 
resident and city auditor. “We have 

been looking at repairing the arch 
since the town hall was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
in 2016.”

Some of the damage to the arch, 
aside from time and erosion, occurred 
when a vehicle struck it.

Leo Kuntz of Linton is the mason 
who is repairing the arch. “It’s going to 
take a lot of work. It is in bad shape,” 
he says.

“It’s a landmark in Zeeland; that’s 
what people know or remember,” 
says former resident Kyle 
“Bubba” Schweigert.

“It’s our trademark. Wishek has a 
big badger by the school; we have the 
arch,” Zeeland Mayor Pius Lacher Jr. 
says. “It’s a piece of history that should 
be preserved.”

 Scherr agrees, so on behalf of the 
city of Zeeland, she applied for and was 
awarded a KEM Electric Cooperative 

Operation Round Up 
funds help restore 
Zeeland Arch
STORY AND PHOTOS BY LISA ROSSOW

The Zeeland Arch structure has deteriorated over the years, due to time and 
erosion, and damage sustained when a vehicle struck it.

Abigail Rossow and siblings are 
helping to repair the wood parts 
of the arch including the lettering. 
She is the daughter of Josh and 
Dawn Rossow. Josh is the owner of 
St. Joseph's Construction.
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Operation Round Up grant in July to 
help fund the repair.

Operation Round Up is a voluntary 
program in which electric cooperative 
members round up their monthly 
utility bills to the nearest dollar 
and donate their change to local 
individuals, groups or charities with 
a specific need. The money pools and 
accumulates, and an elected board 
of co-op members reviews the grant 
applications that have been submitted 
and determines grant worthiness.

“The Operation Round Up board 
chose to award the grant because of 
the historic and sentimental value 
it holds for many people in the 
area,” Operation Round Up Vice 
Chairperson Susan Meidinger said. 
“Preserving history in the small towns 
and assisting in projects that keep the 
towns thriving is important.”

Kuntz says he wanted to help with 
the restoration because, “This has been 
here a long time and it’s a landmark. 
To be able to restore that and keep the 
heritage, culture and traditional alive 
…” he smiled and shook his head, 
not being able to find the words his 
heart felt. 

Other funding for the project 
is coming from local donations, 
Scherr says.

Josh Rossow, owner of St. Joseph’s 
construction and Zeeland resident, is 
repairing the wood parts of the arch 
including the lettering. His wife, Dawn, 
and children are assisting. 

Although some of the park features 
including the grandstand were torn 
down in the 1990s, the arch and park 
are still used.

Scherr and Lacher say the baseball 
diamond and a shelter with picnic 
tables were moved to the west, and at 
one time there were a few golf course 
holes around the park. Now people 
practice or play in the grass. 

HISTORY & MEMORIES
The arch was originally a WPA 

project, Scherr says. The WPA, or 

Works Progress Administration, was 
an American new deal agency under 
the Franklin D. Roosevelt presidency. 
The goal was to employ people 
until the economy recovered during 
the depression.

The city of Zeeland negotiated to 
buy land from Christian Bauer for 
a city park in 1938. John Schweigert 
was chosen as the foreman. Money to 
build the park was raised by charging 
admission to and selling concessions at 
basketball games.

Kyle “Bubba” Schweigert, grandson 
of John Schweigert, shared some of 
his many memories of the amateur 
baseball teams that played. “The games 
began at 2:30 p.m. after people had 
attended church and a family meal,” he 
says. “As little kids, I and others would 
chase down the foul balls, because 
you got a nickel, and a tick mark 
by your name in the gamebook for 
returning them.”

Schweigert recalls that when there 
was a home run, people would run 
to the cars and honk their horns 
in celebration.

Because there was not a pool 
in town, baseball is what Zeeland 
residents did in the summer, 
Schweigert says. He and many other 

kids rode their bikes to the park. 
“That’s what we did. We played ball,” 
he says. “Back then, every town had a 
league. It was cheap entertainment.”

If you would like to contribute to 
the project, you may call the city of 
Zeeland or send a check to:

City Of Zeeland 
101 S. Main St.
Zeeland, ND 58581 
Phone: 423-5613 n

The Operation Round Up 
board of directors plan to 
meet on Oct 13. While the 
grant-application deadline 
has passed, the board is 

always accepting applications 
for future conferral. If you 

know of an individual, project 
or organization needing a 
financial boost, you can  

apply for a grant by 
downloading and printing an 
application off KEM Electric’s 

website www.kemelectric.com. 
Or, request an application by 

calling 254-4666, or stopping  
at the KEM office in person.

Leo Kuntz (right) is the mason who is repairing the arch. Here, Zeeland Mayor 
Pius Lacher Jr. and Zeeland City Auditor Joyce Scherr learned his repair plans 
timeframe to complete the job.
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A powerful network connects KEM Electric members
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

Your family follows the same drill 
every weekday morning. They 
wake to alarms set on their smart 

phones. They turn on the lights and 
start preparing for the day. They make 
breakfast using the microwave or stove. 
After eating, they load the plates in the 
dishwasher and start it — and turn off 
the lights before heading out the door. As 
members of KEM Electric Cooperative, 
you may not think about how your daily 
routine requires electricity. You just 
know that when you plug in your phone, 
it starts charging immediately.

When you plug in your phone, 
you connect to more than just power. 
You connect to a local business that is 
part of a vast network of local electric 
cooperatives that extends across the 
state and nation.

This connection begins with 
your membership in KEM Electric 
Cooperative. With headquarters 
in Linton and an outpost in Steele, 
KEM Electric is one of 16 distribution 
cooperatives in North Dakota that 
delivers retail electricity to about 
250,000 North Dakotans through 
196,000 meters. It also has transmission 
assets and responsibilities. 

Unlike consumers who buy power 
from a privately owned utility, co-op 
members not only buy electricity from 
their utility, they have an equal vote in 

electing a board of directors to manage 
their co-op.

The current chairman of the KEM 
board is Victor “Chuck” Wald, who was 
elected to the board of directors in 2010. 
A resident of rural Napoleon, he serves 
as the District 4 director. 

A member as well as a director, Wald 
helps make decisions in the board room 
that affect him and his neighbors.

“What I do for the members, I do 
for me,” he says. “I want to stay on 
top of everything so everyone receives 
electric service for as reasonable a fee 
as possible.”

Wald operates a dairy and grain farm 
along with his wife, Susan, and two of 
their four sons. Involved in the farming 
operation are Alex and his wife, Jessica. 
They live in Napoleon with their three 
sons, Bentley, 6, McKoy, 4, and Stetson, 
10 months. Logan is also involved with 
the farm operation. He is married to 
Alison and they have one daughter, 
Emery, who is 1. Austin recently 
graduated from Syracuse School of Law 
and is currently working for the Heidi 
Heitkamp campaign. Lucas works as a 
store manager at the local cooperative, 
DFC, in Napoleon.

Technology continues to change 
the way they do business, and Wald 
is watching how technology is also 
changing the electric utility industry. 

As interest in distributed generation 
grows, battery life increases and the cost 
of supplies goes down, he knows the 
electric utility industry could look a lot 
different in the next 10 years. The plans 
he and his fellow directors are making 
now will pave the way.

“At board meetings, everyone talks 
about where we are headed in the 
future. Yes, we take care of the business 
at-hand. As we see the coal industry 
and renewable forms of energy evolve, 
we need to evolve so we can continue 
providing affordable electric service,” 
he says. 

Wald joins six other directors in 
governing the affairs of KEM Electric, 
including setting the rates, approving 
construction plans and establishing 
operating policies. One of the most 
important functions of any distribution 
cooperative board is to determine 
how the co-op will meet its electric 
power needs.

Directors of distribution cooperatives 
began thinking about power supply 
decades ago when they realized they 
needed a plan to meet future electric 
demand. That prompted them to 
band together to create generation and 
transmission (G&T) cooperatives. These 
G&Ts have built coal-based power 
plants, natural gas and wind energy 
projects and more, to generate electricity 
that is delivered by distribution 
cooperatives to their members.

The cooperative ladder from KEM 
extends a rung to Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative, KEM’s largest 
power supplier. With headquarters in 
Bismarck, Basin Electric is one of the 
largest G&Ts in the nation, providing 
wholesale power to member rural-
electric systems in nine states. 

Just as every distribution cooperative 
is a business governed by a board of 
directors, so is every G&T. Basin Electric 
is operated by an 11-member board 
representing 11 districts. KEM is a 
member of District 9. It is represented 
by Wayne Peltier. This allows KEM to 

In the KEM Electric Cooperative board room, directors discuss power-supply updates, 
line construction and maintenance projects, and rapid changes in the electric utility 
industry.
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have a voice in how it is run through the 
District representative it helps elect.

These directors meet monthly 
to oversee business that consists of 
generating or purchasing, reselling and 
delivering power to its members. 

The people who serve on the board of 
distribution cooperatives are members 
of their co-op. The directors who serve 
on the G&T board are also directors 
from their respective distribution 
cooperatives. It’s another step up in 
the network.

Political strength lies in their equal 
vote as a Basin Electric director. It also 
provides them with a strong voice to 
make other decisions.

KEM also purchases a portion of 
power from Western Area Power 
Cooperative. WAPA is one of four 
power marketing administrations 
within the U.S. Department of Energy 
that transmits wholesale electricity from 
multi-use water projects. 

Power players in North 
Dakota’s economy

Electric cooperatives, including 
distribution co-ops and G&Ts, have 
a huge financial impact on North 
Dakota’s economy. More than 61,000 
miles of distribution lines connect 
people across the state, from Wishek to 
Williston — but the lines aren’t the only 
reason these members are connected. 
They are joined by nearly $1 billion 
in investments made by electric 
distribution cooperatives in North 
Dakota. These cooperatives account for 
the majority of all retail electricity in 
North Dakota.

To serve their member-owners, 
electric cooperatives have invested 
more than $5 billion in North Dakota’s 
generation and transmission facilities 
including 4,200 miles of high-voltage 
transmission lines. Electric co-ops 
account for nearly 90 percent of the 
coal-based electric generation in the 
state, and have invested more than 
$2 billion in environmental equipment 
and controls — ranking our state among 
the highest in the nation in efficiency 
and clean-coal technologies. 

Local benefits, 
national advantages

Membership in an electric 
cooperative has several advantages. 
Cooperatives operate efficiently, so their 
members receive the benefits in lower 
costs, reliable service, and the refund 
of margins (capital credits) when the 
financial condition of the co-op allows. 
Cooperative members also benefit by 
making their voices heard when they 
cast their votes to elect their board 
of directors. Members are part of an 
important network that is carefully 
woven together through the power of 
human connections.

These connections begin in the 
electric cooperative board room and 
reach all the way to the state and 
national levels. In North Dakota, all 16 
distribution cooperatives and five G&Ts 
are members of a trade association 
called the North Dakota Association 
of Rural Electric Cooperatives 
(NDAREC). Through this association, 
cooperatives work to communicate 
with their members; provide legislative 
representation at the local, state 
and national levels; deliver safety 
services and education for cooperative 
employees and directors; and promote 
rural economic development. KEM 
Director Carmen Essig represents KEM 
members on the NDAREC board.

Well ahead of its time, NDAREC 
formed a computer cooperative in 
the 1960s that is known today as 
National Information Solutions 
Cooperative (NISC). KEM was also 
one of its founding members. NISC is 
an information technology company 
that has a campus in Mandan, with 
additional locations in Lake St. Louis, 
Mo.; Shawano, Wis.; and Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa. Along with its subsidiaries, 
NISC employs 1,200 people who 
develop and support software and 
hardware solutions for their member-
owners, which include electric and 
telecommunications cooperatives 
serving more than 20 million customers 
in all 50 states.

Nationally, North Dakota’s electric 
cooperatives have joined with more than 
900 consumer-owned, not-for-profit 

electric cooperatives as members of the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA), which provides 
a unified voice for cooperatives and 
represents their interests in Washington, 
D.C. Together, the nation’s electric 
cooperatives own assets worth $175 
billion, employ 71,000 people in the 
United States, generate nearly 5 percent 
of the total electricity and deliver 11 
percent of the total kilowatt-hours sold 
in the United States.

Lynn Jacobson, the secretary-
treasurer from Burke-Divide Electric 
Cooperative in Columbus and director 
on the NDAREC board, represents 
North Dakota’s electric cooperatives 
on the NRECA board of directors. His 
board service, from the local distribution 
level through the regional and national 
level, is similar because cooperatives 
all share the same goals and principles. 
The differences lay in the varying 
geographic locations and challenges 
each co-op faces.

In combining efforts at the national 
level, more than 740 cooperatives in 
46 states comprise of a marketing 
alliance called Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives. This alliance assures 
members that when they receive service 
from their local Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative, like KEM, business will be 
conducted with integrity, accountability, 
innovation and commitment 
to community. 

Membership matters
Being part of the cooperative family 

connects you, KEM’s member-owners, 
to people working at local, state and 
national levels to make sure issues 
that affect electric service are decided 
in your best interests. This is what 
makes electric cooperatives unique. 
Members have the advantage of 
receiving personalized service from 
a local business that cares about the 
community, with the innovation and 
high-technology resources of belonging 
to a nationwide network. n
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KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Tuesday, Oct. 23 from 11:30 a.m. to 1  p.m.

Knoephla, kraut, sausage and kuchen will be served in honor 
of October is National Cooperative Month. We look forward 
to seeing you at Knights of Columbus Hall in Linton!

You’re invited!
KEM Electric Cooperative's 
Local Co-op Month Celebration

SAFE,
RELIABLE,
AFFORDABLE
ENERGY.

THEN. NOW.
ALWAYS.
We are proud to 
power your life.

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL CO-OP MONTH
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Michael Kramer returned 
from the Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour 

with a stronger sense of patriotism. 
While on the weeklong trip to 
Washington, D.C., courtesy of KEM 
Electric, he saw war memorials. He 
toured Arlington National Cemetery. 
He took in a Washington Nationals 
game, where there were activities for 
veterans who were regularly honored.

“No matter where you went, you 
could feel patriotism in the air,” 
he says.

Being in the nation’s capital, and 
seeing the respect and gratitude 
shown to the men and women who 
serve or have served, gave him a 

perspective that’s hard to glean from 
a history book.

The son of KEM members Bob and 
Melissa Kramer, Michael represented 
KEM Electric Cooperative and the 
state of North Dakota on this year’s 
trip, held June 9 to 15. He was one 
of 16 North Dakota high school 
students to join 1,800 students from 
around the nation for a fast-paced 
week of learning about history and 
American government; visiting with 
their state’s congressional delegation; 
becoming more knowledgeable 
about the cooperative business 
model; and touring museums, 
national monuments and memorials. 
Sponsored by their family’s electric 

distribution cooperative, the students 
also develop leadership skills and a 
national network of peers.

To earn a seat on the tour, the 
North Dakota students entered an 
essay-writing contest. Last year, the 
topic focused on veterans or active-
duty members of the military.

Writing the essay about veterans, 
and seeing people honor and 
celebrate veterans nearly everywhere, 
made the contest and trip come 
full circle. 

Members, Michael thanks 
you for supporting the Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour and giving 
him the opportunity to go and 
learn firsthand. n

JUNE 1521, 2019JUNE 1521, 2019
WRITE A WINNING ESSAY AND

AN ALLEXPENSEPAID TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.
• To enter the essay-writing contest, you must be a sophomore or junior in high school.

• You and your parents or guardian must be served by KEM Electric Cooperative.

• If you have a question, contact Lisa Rossow, KEM Electric, at the address 
listed below, or call 701-254-4666 during regular business hours.

• The deadline is Jan. 31, 2019. Emailed entries should be directed to 
lrossow@kemelectric.com, and hard-copy entries mailed to: 
Youth Tour Essay Contest, KEM Electric Cooperative, 107 S. Broadway, 
Box 790, Linton, ND 58552-0790.

North Dakota Electric Cooperative

HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORES & JUNIORS

ESSAY QUESTION:
Electric cooperatives are member-owned and controlled. As a future 
member-owner of your cooperative, describe ways that smart technologies 
and social media might be used to communicate with young adults. How 
might they be used to increase awareness and interest in the many career 
opportunities with electric cooperatives?

CHECK OUT THE ESSAYCONTEST GUIDELINES AT

www.ndyouthtour.com 

YOUTH TOUR: How the essay contest and 
trip came full circle for Michael Kramer
BY CARMEN DEVNEY
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DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ...................................................................Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO

Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Board meeting 
highlights:

Aug. 30, 2018

• Approved the 2019 
Innovative Energy 
Alliance Cooperative 
(IEAC) budget

• Approved the regular 
board meeting minutes.

• A report was given by 
the Voucher Review 
Committee  

• Heard department 
updates/IEAC updates

• Signed the CoBank Line 
of Credit Renewal

• Selected several voting 
delegates for the 
upcoming meetings

• Approved estate 
retirements that 
were presented

• Approved/
Signed the Special 
Equipment Summary

Set the next regular Board meeting 
for Sept. 25 at 9:30 a.m. at KEM 
Electric Cooperative in Linton, N.D. 

KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.

WHO POWERS YOU?

Together, let’s celebrate the power 
of human connections

Inspired by someone making a difference in your community? 
Tell their story and they could win a cash prize.

Visit whopowersyou.com/enter between 10/1/18 
and 11/4/18 and submit a photo of your nominee. 
Then tell us why that person inspires you and how 
they make a difference in your co-op community.

TOGETHER, LET’S 
CELEBRATE THE 
POWER OF HUMAN 
CONNECTIONS

As the national network of more than 730 co-ops, 
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives value the people 
who elevate and energize our communities. 

That’s why we are launching a contest to honor 
inspirational community members across the country.

Winners will be selected by a panel of judges based 
on the impact they have on the community. All entries 
must be submitted by November 4, 2018. Winners 
will be announced December 2018. NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. 

VISIT WHOPOWERSYOU.COM FOR FULL CONTEST RULES
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. ©2018.

WhoPowersYou.com/Enter$5,000 GRAND
PRIZE

$2,000
SECOND PLACE

$1,500
THIRD PLACE

$500
HONORABLE MENTION
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