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KEM
Electric Cooperative

Safety. Reliability. Efficiency. 
Sustainability. Those are the key 
words that drive KEM Electric 

Cooperative, Co-General Manager 
Don Franklund told members during 
the cooperative’s annual meeting. 

KEM Electric Cooperative 
Chairman Dean Dewald opened the 
cooperative’s 71st annual meeting 
June 18 in Linton, with 168 registered 
members attending.

Safety
“Safety is, and always will be, 

our first priority. We care about 
the safety of our members, our 
employees – anyone and everyone 
within our service area who could 
come into contact with our power 

lines,” Franklund told members. 
“Management is continuously looking 
for ways to improve our already 
excellent safety record. But being ever 
vigilant is only the beginning.”

If members notice any 
potentially unsafe poles, wires 
or other cooperative equipment, 
they are asked to contact KEM 
Electric Cooperative. 

Either call the cooperative or take 
a photo with your smartphone and 
email it to safety@KEMelectric.com.

“Please include a general location 
description and/or your phone 
number so we can get in touch with 
you,” Franklund said. “Together, we 
can make our neighborhoods safer.”

Reliability
“It is hard to imagine today, but 

prior to 1972, the average electric 
consumer would not notice a 
momentary blink of the lights. Then 
came the digital clock, which told 
everyone when their lights blinked,” 
Franklund said.

KEM Electric Cooperative has been 
diligent in upgrading its system, he 
pointed out.

“We are focusing on getting the 
most benefit to the greatest number 
of members for dollar spent. During 
the last several years, we have 
installed 40 miles of underground 
cable,” he shared.

Efficiency
KEM Electric Cooperative has 

also introduced new technologies to 
better utilize resources, Co-General 
Manager Chris Baumgartner added.

KEM Electric Cooperative 
dedicated t o members

Don Franklund

From left to right: Chairman Dean Dewald opens the 71st annual meeting. Sharon Jangula, coordinator of the Linton 
Industrial Development Corporation and administrator for the city of Linton, welcomes members. Michael Riedman, with Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative, visits with members about lighting technology.
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KEM Electric Cooperative 
dedicated t o members

“The upgrade of our internal 
computer software continues to pay 
dividends as we work to digitize older 
paper records to better maintain past 
member information, contracts or 
easements,” he said.

KEM Electric Cooperative also 
offers several options for members 
to pay their bills, which offers 
more efficiencies.

The cooperative has gained further 
efficiencies by sharing staff with 
neighboring cooperatives through the 
Innovative Energy Alliance.

“We firmly believe that working 
with the neighboring cooperatives 
through our Alliance has provided 
more value to you the members than 
what KEM could have ever done on 
its own,” Baumgartner said. “But 
that’s what makes us a cooperative – 

cooperating with others – and we are 
stronger for it.”

Sustainability
For every dollar spent by KEM 

Electric Cooperative, 50 cents goes 
toward wholesale power purchases. 
During the next several months, 
the KEM Electric board of directors 
will be considering contract 
extensions from Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative and the Western Area 
Power Administration – the federal 
agency responsible for operating 
the hydroelectric dam on the 
Missouri River. 

Western is offering a contract 
extending until 2050 and Basin is 
offering to supply any needs above 
KEM’s Western allocation until 2075. 

“Both WAPA and Basin have been 

tremendous partners to the KEM 
Electric family for many years and 
we look forward to evaluating those 
extensions,” Baumgartner said. “Rest 
assured, please know that we at KEM 
Electric are working to make sure 
your electric needs are met for many 
years to come.”

Franklund and Baumgartner 
thanked the KEM Electric 
Cooperative employees and directors 
for their dedicated service.

“Because we are your local electric 
cooperative, our service goes beyond 
the wires. It’s important for us to offer 
extra value that has a positive impact 
on members and the communities 
you call home,” Baumgartner said. ¢

Chris Baumgartner

From left to right: Father Jason Signalness, the pastor of St. Peter & Paul Catholic Church in Strasburg, gives the invocation. 
American Legion Post 54 presents the colors. Brady Weber from Linton leads the singing of the national anthem.
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Morgan Gallagher, a student 
at Ashley Public School, 
was recognized during 

the annual meeting for her selection 
to participate in the Youth Tour to 
Washington, D.C., in June.

KEM Electric Cooperative 
selected Morgan as the winner of 
the cooperative’s Youth Tour essay 
contest. She is the daughter of Shawn 
and Bonnie Gallagher.

During the annual meeting, 
KEM Electric Cooperative also 
recognized the 2015 scholarship 
winners, including Grace Schuler, 
Wishek, who is the recipient of the 
$1,000 scholarship, and Casondra 
Rutschke, Zeeland, who is the $500 
scholarship recipient.

This fall, Grace will be attending 
college at Minnesota State 

University -Moorhead where she 
will be pursuing a degree in mass 
communications.

Casondra will be attending college 
at North Dakota State University to 
study business administration.

Casondra Rutschke, Zeeland, thanks members for the opportunities KEM Electric 
Cooperative has provided her. In the background is Director Victor J. Wald.

Youth recognized at annual meeting

Operation Round Up contributes $81,941

KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
Operation Round Up 
program has contributed 

$81,941 to community recipients 
since it began in 2002, reported Tony 
Schaffner, chairman of KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s Operation Round 
Up program.

“Thanks to the members who are 
participating. For the price of a can 
of Coke once a month, you’re doing a 
lot of good,” Schaffner told members 
during the annual meeting.

Through the program, members 
voluntarily “round up” their electric 

bills to the next whole dollar each 
month. A participant in Operation 
Round Up with an electric bill of 
$37.63 would actually pay $38 and 
the extra 37 cents is placed into the 
Operation Round Up fund. 

The average member donates 50 
cents a month, or $6 a year. The 
most any member would donate is 
99 cents a month, or less than $12 a 
year. But with hundreds of electric 
cooperative members participating, 
the pennies quickly add up to dollars. 
Approximately 53 percent of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s members 
participate in the program.

Funds collected through Operation 
Round Up are then allocated to a 
variety of worthy causes throughout 
the cooperative’s service territory.

A board of directors representing 
the members reviews Operation 
Round Up applications during the 
year and determines where the funds 
will be donated. Operation Round 

Up board members include:
• Dan Schuler, Wishek
• Pam Gross, Napoleon
• Tony Schaffner, Zeeland
• Viola Gefroh, Hague
• Bernie Schiermeister, Hazelton
• Jean Schoenhard, Steele
• Gerard Meier, Venturia
Funds are disbursed in the 

general service area of KEM Electric 
Cooperative solely for charitable, 
educational, scientific, health or 
safety purposes. No more than 
$2,500 will be given annually to any 
family unit, group, organization, 
charity or like organization.

For more information, to request 
an application to receive funds, or 
to enroll in Operation Round Up, 
call KEM Electric Cooperative at 
701-254-4666 or 800-472-2673. 
You can also visit the website at 
www.kemelectric.com and click on 
the “community” section. n

Tony Schaffner

C4 JULY 2015  , KEM ELECTRIC NEWS www.kemelectric.com



KEM
Electric Cooperative

Directors elected

Incumbent directors John Beck in 
District 1 and Carter Vander Wal 
in District 2 were re-elected by 

unanimous ballot from the floor dur-
ing KEM Electric’s annual meeting.

A motion to eliminate 
nominations of board candidates 
from the floor failed. The board was 
also asked to review the bylaws in 
regard to voting by mail ballot.

In other news from the annual 
meeting:

• Some 424 guests enjoyed a 
meal of roast beef, coleslaw, 

baked beans, potato chips and 
ice cream.

• Brady Weber from Linton led the 
singing of the national anthem, 
with American Legion Post 
54 from Linton presenting the 
colors.

• Children participated in the 
Children’s Fun Night activities, 
led by the Dakota Riders 4-H 
Club from Linton, under the 
direction of Vicki Schwab.

• Sharon Jangula, coordinator 
of the Linton Industrial 

Development Corporation and 
administrator for the city of 
Linton, welcomed members.

“Not only does KEM provide an 
essential service to its members, 
but it provides quality jobs and has 
a dedicated team of people,” she 
said. “I am thankful that we have 
a co-op whose mission is to make 
its members more productive and 
increase their quality of life by 
providing them with a safe, reliable, 
quality electric service.” n

Those leading KEM Electric Cooperative include, left to right: Attorney Tom Bair, Director John Beck, Co-General Manager/CEO 
Don Franklund, Director Victor J. Wald, Director Milton Brandner, Director Dean Hummel, Director Dean Dewald, Director 
Carmen Essig, Co-General Manager/CEO Chris Baumgartner, and Director Carter Vander Wal.

From left to right: Roberta Nagel has retired from KEM Electric Cooperative after 41 years of service. KEM Electric Cooperative 
staff registers members at the 71st annual meeting in June. Staff also gathered to help with the door prize drawing.
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Door prize winners
Every year, KEM Electric Cooperative gives away 
numerous door prizes during the annual meeting. 
This year’s winners included:

Early bird prize, Kindle – Jack Horner
Electric knife – Arthur Rudy
Jumper cables – Ed Scherr
50-foot Froghide extension cord (WESCO) – Hammer Ranch
500-watt halogen worklight – Tim Wikenheiser
Ratchet tie-down straps – Gladys Brosy
12-volt spotlight – Kenny Schlosser
$25 energy credit – JT Ranch
LED headlamp (Border States) – Leo Mastel
Presto electric griddle – Gilbert Horner
$25 energy credit – Lyle Hanson
10-inch pliers wrench (Border States) – David Kalberer
Energizer Flashlight (Border States) – Larry Jangula
One-gallon water Jug – Isadore Gross
$25 energy credit – Rodney Rudolph
Crock pot – Johnny Werner
Non-contact voltage tester – Frank Wangler
2 tickets for Medora Musical (Basin Electric) – Judith Rice
25-foot extension cord (Border States) – Eldon Droog
500-watt halogen worklight – Dan Schuler
Glass cover electric skillet – Ella Kost
Oscillating fan – Deloris Wurl
LED flashlight (RESCO) – Kevin Bernhardt
Screwdriver set – Herman Kauk
Wireless thermometer – Dana Schoenhard
LED lantern – Jesse Janko
50-foot extension cord (Border States) – Sheldon Droog
Screwdriver set (Border States) – Gerald Rau
2 tickets for Medora Musical (Basin Electric) – Laura Goldade
Water tank de-icer – BEK Communications
Extension cord reel with outlets – Berthold Spitzer
iPad mini – Neil Meidinger
40-inch LED HD television – Judy Carlson
$300 progressive prize – Not present, so prize not claimed
Boy’s bike – Rylee Richter
Girl’s bike – Robin Huizenga

Robin Huizenga was the winner of the girl’s bike.

Rylee Richter was the winner of the boy’s bike.

Judy Carlson won the grand prize, a 40-inch television.
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Stay safe on the farm

Overhead power lines are necessary to deliver electricity to 
hardworking farmers and ranchers, but those same power lines can 
also be deadly if not treated with respect. While you need to focus on 
the fi eld and your machinery, KEM Electric Cooperative urges you to 
also watch for electrical hazards around the farm or ranch.

Farmers and their equipment should always be 10 feet 
away from power lines on all sides. Field cultivators 
and sprayers can often reach as high as 12 feet in the 
air. Practice extreme caution and use a spotter to make 
sure you stay far away from power lines when you use 
tall equipment. 

Overhead power lines are necessary to deliver electricity to 
, but those same power lines can 

Overhead power lines are necessary to deliver electricity to 
, but those same power lines can 

also be deadly if not treated with respect. While you need to focus on 
, but those same power lines can , but those same power lines can 

also be deadly if not treated with respect. While you need to focus on 

Be aware

Follow these 
other tips:

What if you contact a power line?

If you have purchased new equipment, be aware of antennas or 
other attachments that may pose new hazards. A newer, bigger 
piece of equipment may no longer clear a line. In addition, 
shifting soil may also aff ect whether or not machinery avoids 
power lines from year-to-year.

Power lines also may sag 
over the years. If power 
lines on your property are 
sagging, contact KEM Electric 
Cooperative to repair the 
lines. Never try to move a 
power line on your own. 

Look up when 
handling long 
items such as 
irrigation pipe 
and ladders.

Make sure you, your family 
and employees know the 
location of overhead power 
lines, and use routes to 
avoid the lines when moving 
equipment.

First, DON’T climb out. If your 
equipment does contact a 
power line, stay in the cab and 
call for help. Warn others to 
stay away and wait until the 
electric cooperative arrives. 

Once you’re off  the tractor, do 
not go back until your local 
electric co-op disconnects the 
power line. 

If you must leave the tractor due to immediate danger, such as 
a fi re, jump as far away as you can, making sure that no part of 
your body touches the tractor and the ground at the same time. 
Land with both feet together and hop or shuffl  e your feet a few 
inches at a time, making sure to never break contact with the 
ground or cause separation between your feet.

Overhead power lines are 
not the only electric hazard 
on the farm. Pole guy wires, 
used to stabilize utility poles, 
are grounded. However, when 
one of the guy wires is broken, 
it can become charged with 
electricity. If you break a guy 
wire, call the cooperative to fi x 
it. Don’t do it yourself.

Call 811. If you plan to dig, 
know what’s underground. 
Calling 811 is required by law.

Avoid moving large 
equipment alone. Have 
someone watch as you move 
equipment to ensure you are 
clear of power lines.
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May 26, 2015
• Approved the April regular board meeting minutes
• Heard department updates
• Heard reports on meetings attended
• Heard Innovative Energy Alliance update
• Signed the special equipment summary for April
• A report was given by the Voucher Review Committee.  
• Approved the amendment to the current approved 

construction work plan

KEM Electric Cooperative
Board meeting highlights

THE MARATHON 
WATER HEATER 

will be the last water heater you’ll ever buy!

Call KEM Electric Cooperative 
701-254-4666
800-472-2673

FEATURES:
• Polybutene tank that is guaranteed not 

to leak, rust or corrode for as long as you 
own your home. 

• One of the most efficient water heaters 
on the market. 

• To save money, ask about placing your 
Marathon water heater on one of KEM 
Electric Cooperative’s load-management 
programs.

KEM ELECTRIC
 COOPERATIVE INC.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Victor Wald, Vice Chairman ..........Napoleon
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Milton Brandner, Director ................Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
Alex Craigmile .................Business Manager
Innovative Energy Alliance, LLC
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck
HDR Engineers Inc., 
Consulting Engineers .....................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

Know what dangers lie below 

DIG SAFELY.
Accidents can happen to anyone.

Learn more at:
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