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Members of American Legion Post 54 present the Color Guard.

At KEM Electric Cooperative, we still stand when we see 
the flag. We put our hands over our hearts and remove 
our caps. This is how we start the business session of 
every annual meeting. We are your hometown, local 
electric cooperative, and this is one way we stay true to 
our roots.

AUGUST 2018 IN THIS ISSUE

• Annual meeting recap
• KEM hires Linton native
• Member writes tall tale full of bull — and 

donates the proceeds
• Take care with GPS around electrical 

infrastructure, and more 
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Members, thanks for attending 
YOUR annual meeting!
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

KEM Electric Cooperative held its annual meeting 
on June 21 at Linton Public School. Prior to 
the meeting, 415 members and their families 

enjoyed a complimentary roast beef dinner served by Deb 
Schumacher. Sean Barnhart, pastor of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Linton, gave the invocation. Four members 
of American Legion Post 54 presented the Color Guard. 
Cassidy Walth sang the National Anthem. Paul Keeney, 
superintendent and head football coach of Linton 
Public School, welcomed guests and talked about KEM’s 
commitment to community — in providing reliable 
electric service and facilitating the Operation Round Up 

program, which awards grants that give a financial boost 
across the co-op’s service area. Throughout the evening, 
the Dakota Riders 4-H club from Linton, under the 
direction of Vicki Schwab, hosted activities for children.

This year’s theme was “Aligning for the Future,” which 
reflects the culture of preparing for an ever-changing 
future. Times are changing and so are the co-op members’ 
needs. To meet their changing needs, KEM Electric is 
adapting and evolving to bring members the services they 
have come to expect. 

More than 150 registered voters fulfilled the cooperative 
principle of Democratic Member Control by voting to 

Safety is the culture of KEM Electric. At this year’s annual meeting, members received a packet that contained ear plugs, shaded 
glasses and ice packs. Brody Schoenhard must have thought the meeting would run long, so he prepared for a headache. 
Grandma Jean Schoenhard got in on the fun, and grabbed the tweezers in case he had a tick. Brody, a third-generation 
member, is the son of Kaylene and Tim Schoenhard and grandson of Jean and Gary Schoenhard. We thank them for making the 
annual meeting a family tradition.
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KEM Board Chairman Victor Wald hopped on the energy 
bike hosted by Michael Riedman, program communications 
coordinator II with Basin Electric Power Cooperative. Starting 
with LED bulbs, and adding resistance with fluorescents and 
incandescents, it appeared the Chairman might run out of 
power. It did not cause an outage for KEM — and it did cause 
some laughs from members.

Door prizes are always a highlight. Assisting KEM employees 
Kirk Prause were Dawn Schiele, Tyler Schummer, Kevin 
Horner, Austin Ohlhauser and Tyler Jacob.

fill the board positions held by John Beck, District 1, and 
Carter Vander Wal, District 2. Both incumbents were 
unanimously re-elected to retain their seats on the board.

Members also listened to cooperative updates. In his 
report to the membership, Co-General Manager Don 
Franklund noted what electricity does: It makes life easier. 
“We don’t value electricity; we value what it does for 
us,” he said. From powering a complex server room to a 
simple children’s toy, electricity is an integral part in our 
everyday work and play. Aligning for the future allows 
KEM Electric to better understand the impact we have on 
the digital world — and its impact on us.

New to the annual meeting this year was a booth 
manned by some of KEM’s linemen, who showed a map 
of the cooperative’s service area and visited with members 
about projects the linemen are working on this summer. 
In his report to the membership, Co-General Manager 
Travis Kupper referred to the map and noted the time 
spent and money invested in maintaining a reliable 
electric system.

Members, we appreciate the interest and support 
you continue to show in your local Touchstone 
Energy® Cooperative. n

Your KEM Electric board of directors, who are also members, includes (from left): John Beck, Carmen Essig, Neil Meidinger, 
Victor (Chuck) Wald, Carter Vander Wal, Dean Hummel and Dean Dewald.
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Linton 
native 
Tyler 

Jacob is 
KEM Electric 
Cooperative’s 
newest 
full-time 
employee. 
Hired in 
March, he 

is an apprentice lineman who helps 
build and maintain KEM’s electric 

distribution system.
The son of KEM members Brian 

and Patti Jacob, Tyler grew up 
in town, and his parents farmed 
and were served by KEM Electric. 
Prior to graduating from Linton 
Public School, Tyler says he had 
an understanding of how his local 
cooperative brought power to rural 
areas. Now as an employee, he also 
understands the business model of 
serving the member-owner.

Tyler studied business for one 

year before deciding to enroll in the 
lineworker program at Bismarck 
State College (BSC). Influenced by 
an uncle, who works as a lineman for 
Montana-Dakota Utilities (MDU) in 
Bismarck, and a cousin who works 
as a lead man for Mor-Gran-Sou 
Electric Cooperative in Mandan, 
Tyler says he liked how they get to 
work outdoors and how their jobs 
vary from day to day.

During his apprenticeship, Tyler 
worked as seasonal help for MDU 
for several months before moving 
to Baker, Mont., to continue his 
training. He stayed a year and a 
half, before returning to MDU in 
Bismarck, where he worked for 
another year and a half. When an 
opportunity with his hometown 
cooperative opened in Linton, he 
applied and was hired.

Tyler has finished his coursework 
with BSC and is logging hours with 
KEM line crews to fulfill the time 
and experience needed to become a 
journeyman lineman. In June 2019, 
he plans to meet those requirements.

Tyler’s wife, Allison (Vetter) Jacob, 
is also from Linton. She grew up 
on a dairy farm, and Tyler says she 
likes the small-town feel of Linton. 
Their decision to return home is a 
great addition to this community. 
Allison works for First International 
Bank, and the couple has one 
daughter, Addison.

The region is also a bonus for 
Tyler, who likes to golf, fish, and 
hunt pheasants and deer. He says 
the golf course is well-maintained, 
and the hunting and fishing can 
be phenomenal.

KEM Electric Cooperative is proud 
to offer local jobs with competitive 
pay and benefits. Thank you, Tyler, 
for choosing a challenging profession 
that is needed in our community and 
beyond, and for bringing your family 
home to Linton. n

Tyler Jacob benefits 
cooperative and community
BY CARMEN DEVNEY

Tyler Jacob (trench), 
KEM’s newest full-time 
apprentice lineman, is 
logging hours and gaining 
experience alongside 
Kevin Horner (bucket) 
and Austin Ohlhauser 
(pole), to earn journeyman 
status. He says he likes to 
work in the country and 
meet members, so he can 
put a face to a name.

Tyler Jacob
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Global Positioning System 
(GPS) technology provides 
farmers with real-time, 

accurate location data about a fi eld. 
But while GPS can help the driver 
plant straight rows and maximize 
potential, it can also give a false sense 
of security. KEM Electric Cooperative 
reminds our members not to put 
safety on autopilot.

When farmers enter the field using 
GPS, they do an outside round and set 
the borders and boundaries of the field. 
Then, they set the angle and straight 
line, so they know the direction the GPS 
will take.

If there is a slough, rock pile, fence 
post or power pole in the middle of the 
field, they still need to manually drive 
around the hazard and set a boundary 
for it, if the system allows. Once set, 
less focus may be needed on steering 
— but drivers still need to be aware of 
navigation issues and human error.

Farming equipment is vulnerable 
to hitting power lines because of its 
large size, height and extensions, 
says KEM Line Superintendent Gary 
Hulm. “When drivers set their GPS, 
that tractor is basically driving itself 
— and it doesn’t always account for 
structures in their field. Because the 
tractor is programmed, drivers may 
not be paying as much attention as 
they did years ago. When they rely 
on technology, it’s a lot easier to 
hit something that is in their field. 
Unfortunately, that’s a lot of power 
poles,” he says.

“Too often, people say they didn’t 
see the power pole because they were 
playing a game on their smartphone 
or reading the newspaper,” Hulm 
continues. “Advanced technology 
like GPS is great when it works. 
But it doesn’t eliminate the need to 
stay alert to possible hazards and 

changing conditions.”
Hulm encourages members to 

evaluate their fields regularly, looking 
for low-hanging lines when entering a 
field, turning in end rows, leaving the 
field and driving back to the farm.

If your equipment does make 
contact with a power line, do not leave 
the cab. Immediately call 911, warn 
others to stay away, and wait for KEM 
Electric linemen to de-energize the line.

The only reason to exit equipment 
that has come into contact with 
overhead lines is if the equipment is 
on fire, which is very rare. However, if 
this is the case, jump off the equipment 
with your feet together and without 

touching the ground and vehicle at the 
same time. Then, still keeping your 
feet together, hop to safety as you leave 
the area.

To report system damage that is not 
in need of immediate repair, call KEM 
Electric Cooperative at 1-800-472-2673 
or email safety@kemelectric.com. 
If you send an email, please include 
the location, your name and contact 
information, and a photo if possible.

Members, your safety matters. 
Working together helps ensure the 
safety of all! 

Global Positioning System 

Don’t put safetyon autopilot.
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KEM
Electric Cooperative, Inc.

True events inspire tall tale
BY LISA ROSSOW

A maverick renegade seeking 
greener pastures gets 
more than he bargained 

for in the new book, “Look Out, 
Gentry!” Author and KEM Electric 
Cooperative member Elizabeth 
Moerschel says her work is based 
on a true story that took place 
near Linton.

About three or four years ago 

Moerschel’s friend, neighbor and 
fellow KEM member Dave Bauman 
(Rancher Dave), telephoned with a 
story many would call “bull” on.

“We could not believe what he was 
telling us – until we saw the photos!” 
Moerschel recalls. Moerschel and her 
husband Greg had just left Linton 
when it happened. They had recently 
hosted a group of friends for a 

spring branding.
Gentry, one of Bauman Red Angus 

bulls, had escaped from his corral, 
traveled a distance, and accidentally 
fallen into Moerschel’s vacation 
ranch house pool.

“It’s comical now,” Moerschel says, 
“but at the time everyone was very 
concerned about Gentry and worked 
hard to keep him safe and bring him 

Author and KEM member Elizabeth Moerschel read her book to students during Dairy and Ag Day in Linton in June.
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back home.”
“I thought I had seen everything 

– until l I saw that,” Bauman said of 
seeing Gentry in the pool. Bauman 
added the tan color of the pool cover 
must have confused Gentry into 
thinking it was a level surface; that’s 
apparently why he didn’t stop or go 
around the water.

“Everyone who I have told the 
story to laughed – including the 
insurance agent,” Bauman said. 
Gentry’s adventure seemed so 
unbelievable that Bauman would 
often have to repeat the story or 
present photos to prove it happened.

Moerschel said seeing everyone’s 
reaction to the events and retellings 
of the tale encouraged an idea she 
had long-harbored.

“I had always wanted to write a 
book,” Moerschel said. “I used to 
be an elementary teacher and we 
often read to our own three children 
when they were little. I enjoy 
children’s literature.”

Moerschel says the story has very 
special meaning to her because it is 
a true story in her community with 
real people who are her friends and 
neighbors. 

“We fell in love with the town 
and people of Linton 8 years ago,” 

Moerschel says. “One trip there to 
visit a friend prompted us to buy a 
vacation home in the area.”

Moerschel’s love of Emmons 
County inspired her to donate the 
proceeds of the book to the High 
Prairie Foundation, which in turn 
has ear-marked the money to Linton 
Public School District to fill needs 
and wishes.

Moerschel’s most recent trip 
to Linton was on June 1 during 
Dairy and Ag Day. The event is 
a celebration of the farmers and 
ranchers in Emmons County. Trish 
Bauman asked if Moerschel would 
hold a story hour for children that 
day and do a book signing.

“I was thrilled when Trish asked 
me,” Moerschel said. “It was a good 
reason to come visit.”

Moerschel estimates she has sold 
more than 500 copies of the book, 
and says the most rewarding part of 
the whole experience is being able 
to share the story and see the kids’ 
reactions and expressions.

“She did a really good job,” 
Bauman said with a smile. “It is a 
wonderful book for kids.”

When asked if she had any more 
adventures for Gentry in mind, 
or if she will be writing any more 

books, Moerschel indicated she is 
considering it. “I have begun work on 
three other stories,” Moerschel said.

If you want to know the full story 
of how Gentry got in and out of 
the pool, “Look Out Gentry!” is 
available through Barnes and Noble, 
Amazon, and Bauman Financial at 
701-254-4489. You may also contact 
Kathy Bauman at 701-336-7201. n

Rescued! Back on land, Gentry seems 
content to stand with owner and KEM 
member Dave Bauman.

Would you have to see it to believe it? Here’s Gentry stranded 
in a pool.

Gentry the bull gets out of his pen and runs through fields and 
flowers until he ends up somewhere completely unexpected.
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KEM ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE INC.
DIRECTORS:
Victor Wald, Chairman .......................................................................Napoleon
Carmen Essig, Vice Chairman ...................................................................Lehr
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ............................................................Pollock
John Beck, Director ..................................................................................Linton
Dean Dewald, Director ......................................................................... Dawson
Dean Hummel, Director ..........................................................................Hague
Neil Meidinger, Director ....................................................................... Zeeland

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund .................................Co-GM/CEO
Travis Kupper ...................................Co-GM/CEO
Report outages to the following toll-free number: 
800-472-2673
Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ phone 
number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com / Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

In partnership with the 
Theodore Roosevelt Medora 
Foundation, more than 
10 Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives in North Dakota 
have joined forces to make 
vacationing in North Dakota 
more affordable for families, 
including KEM Electric 
Cooperative. This summer, 
head west to Medora, 
where electric cooperative 
members are eligible for a 
15-percent discount off the 
following reservations:

Tickets to the Medora Musical
Pitchfork Steak Fondue
Bully Pulpit Golf Course

Lodging at any of the following:
P Badlands Motel
P Elkhorn Quarters
P Rough Riders Hotel

Hotel rooms book fast, so 
please reserve your rooms as 
soon as possible.

Members also receive 
20 percent off at the Cowboy 
Hall of Fame by providing the 
discount code (Touch2018) at the 
door. Advanced reservations 
are not available. 

Call 1-800-MEDORA-1 
for reservations and provide 
the discount code (Touch2018) 
to receive your savings.

Head west FOR LESSHead west FOR LESS

Board meeting 
highlights:
• A board meeting was 

not held in June, as 
the membership came 
together for the annual 
meeting on June 21. 
Th e board met and 
reorganized at its 
scheduled meeting on 
July 24. Results were not 
available at the time of 
magazine publication.

HOLIDAY CLOSING: 

MONDAY, SEPT. 3
In observance of the Labor Day holiday in September, 
KEM Electric Cooperative will be closed on Monday, 

Sept. 3. Line crews will be available in case of an 
emergency electrical outage.
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