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Up to the 
Challenge 

KEM Electric Cooperative’s 
annual meeting proceeds 
despite a severe hailstorm. 
Learn more about your 
cooperative’s annual 
meeting inside.

Diane Nagel, Linton Public School English Teacher and  
Journeyman Lineman Tim Dockter accompany the crowd as 
they gave honor to those who served our country by singing the 
National Anthem.
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With baseball-sized hail 
pummeling the area, 
KEM Electric Cooperative 

Chairman Dean Dewald opened the 
cooperative’s 69th annual meeting 
June 20 in Linton, with 157 registered 
members attending.

The severe hailstorm struck about 
15 minutes before the scheduled 7 
p.m. business meeting, which was 
delayed for about 10 minutes. Of the 
approximately 200 cars parked at the 
Linton High School for the cooperative’s 
annual meeting, many lost at least one 
windshield to the hail.

As the storm subsided, the meeting  
got under way with the theme, “Up to  
the Challenge.”

Directors elected
During director elections for District 

3, incumbent Milton Brandner, Zeeland, 
held off a challenge from Mark Dohn, 
Eureka, S.D. Director At Large Dean 
Hummel, Hague, was re-elected by 
unanimous ballot.

Year of transition
Don Franklund and Chris 

Baumgartner, co-managers of the 
Innovative Energy Alliance, spoke to the 
cooperative’s membership about progress 
at KEM Electric Cooperative.

Last year, KEM Electric entered into 
an agreement with the Innovative Energy 
Alliance for management services until 
the end of 2012. As of Jan. 1, 2013, the 
board decided to extend the arrangement 
for the next five years.

“2012 was a year of transition and 
change at your cooperative,” Franklund 
told members. Through the transition, 

KEM Electric Cooperative 

‘Up to the Challenge’

A severe hailstorm struck the area 
during the cooperative’s annual 
meeting June 20, damaging vehicles 
parked outside.
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Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s Michael 
Riedman helps a young member use “pedal 
power” to light a bulb.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

KEM Electric Cooperative strived 
to continue to bring value to its 
members, with the core principles of 
integrity, accountability, innovation 
and commitment to community,  
he said. 

“While sales started off slow due to 
the warm winter, commodity prices 
and a booming North Dakota economy 
pushed the electric sales up in 2012,” 
Franklund said. South Central 
Regional Water, part of the rural water 
districts that bring clean water to the 
rural areas, also started its new water 
treatment plant in June 2012. 

“The cooperative also strives 
to introduce new technology to 
help increase efficiencies at your 
cooperative,” Franklund said, such 
as tablet-friendly board meetings, 
allowing each board member to 
access meeting materials via an iPad 
rather than the traditional mailed 
packet, which increases efficiency and 
productivity.

“Your cooperative also asks, ‘How 

can we do better?’ ” Franklund said. 
“One of our key measuring sticks 
for this is reliability. We are actively 
replacing aging equipment and 
underground cable across our service 
area. Last year, we did work in three 
of our substations to accommodate 
growth in the area.”

KEM Electric Cooperative’s power 
is generated and supplied by Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative and the 
Western Area Power Administration 
– the federal agency responsible for 
operating the hydroelectric dams on 
the Missouri River.

“We’re thankful for the capable 
management of our generation and 
transmission needs – utilizing coal, 
natural gas, wind and water. All of 
our suppliers have a solid reputation 
and a long history of sound decision-
making,” Franklund said.

“More changes may come as Basin 
and Western evaluate whether to join 
a regional transmission organization. 
A regional transmission organization 

would permit Basin to tap into other 
regional power resources. A study is 
taking place and we should have more 
information on this later in the year,” 
Franklund reported.

“Cooperative businesses like ours 
are unique,” Baumgartner explained. 
“We rise out of community needs. 
The not-for-profit, consumer-
owned cooperative business model 
is utilized in agriculture, banking, 
insurance, technology and countless 
other industries. Members of this 
cooperative used that model to not 
only bring electricity, but also hope to 
our area.”

“Indeed, by being here today, you 
realize we are more than your power 
provider. You are here because you 
know our purpose – that powering 
this community and empowering you, 
our members, can make life better in 
North Dakota,” he said.

“And with your help, we look 
forward to carrying out our purpose 
long into the future,” he added. n

Kelsey Weigel, the daughter of Terry and 
Cheryl Weigel, Napoleon, accepts a $500 
scholarship award from Chairman Dean 
Dewald.

Karlee Feist, the daughter of Gordon and 
Laura Feist, Linton, accepts a $1,000 
scholarship award from Chairman Dean 
Dewald.

Chairman Dean Dewald visits with members 
prior to the business session.

Co-Manager Chris Baumgartner greets a 
member prior to the business session.

Approximately 375 people enjoyed the meal 
prior to the annual meeting.
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Door prize winners
Every year, KEM Electric Cooperative gives away numerous door prizes 
during the annual meeting. This year’s winners included:

Marvin and Florence Grenz won the grand prize, a 32-inch LCD television.

KEM Electric Cooperative employees assisted in  
distributing door prizes.

Slow cooker (WESCO): Albert Weber

Worklight: Frank and Magdalena Kuhn

Thermos (Ditch Witch): Mr. and Mrs. Adam Vetter

Headlamp (Border States): Edward Scherr

Halogen worklight: Terry Weigel

KEM Electric lawn chair: Marvin and Paulette Mittleider

Screwdriver set (Border States): Gerard and Lori Jacob

Picnic basket (CoBank): Adolph Feyereisen

Extension cord: Mike Goldade Jr.

$25 energy credit: Beatrice Heer

Tickets to Medora Musical: Clarence and Rose Hettich

Box fan: Jerome and Dorinda Rutschke

KEM Electric lawn chair: Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Rutschke

Slow cooker: Lavern and Loretta Compaan

Electric kitchen knife: Edwin Nagel

Headlamp (Border States): Irene Brindle

Extension cord (Border States): David and Dianne 
Kalberer

Air compressor: Gerard and Linda Goldade

Worklight: Rodney and Linda Rudolph

Electric griddle: James Schmidt

Coffee grinder: Gerrit and Frances Nieuwsma

$25 energy credit: Albert Leroy and Lois Clark

Rechargeable spotlight: Magnus Wagner Jr.

Surge protector: Vernon and Sharlene Nagel

Extension cord (Border States): Westfield Hall and 
Church

Micro shop-vac: Katherine Becker

Electric trimmer: Caroline Mock

Slow cooker: Evelyn Backhaus

Screwdriver set (Border States): Diane Ketterling

Jig saw: Melvin Wohl

Black & Decker drill (Brady Martz): Darrel and Violet 
Buchholz

Tickets to Medora Musical: James Hollaar
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When KEM Electric 
Cooperative members and 
area farmers Mark Naaden 

and Eugene Lehr each faced a health 
crisis during spring planting, Farm 
Rescue pulled into their farmyards to 
lend a hand.

As Braddock farmer Mark Naaden 
was undergoing chemotherapy 
treatment for a recently diagnosed 
cancer, and Eugene Lehr was in the 
hospital recovering from major surgery, 
Farm Rescue volunteers planted part of 
their farm acreage, alleviating some of 
the stress both were facing. 

Lending a hand
“It was really a lot of help,” says 

Eugene Lehr, who farms with his son 
near the community of Lehr. Farm 
Rescue brought a 60-foot air seeder, a 
John Deere tractor and volunteers who 
seeded about 200 acres of soybeans 
in two days, after an equipment 
breakdown and being mired in the 
mud for a time.

“Once they got going, they seeded 
everything in one day,” says Lehr, who 
was recovering from surgery in St. Paul 
during the planting. Prior health issues 
led to the removal of 18 inches of his 
colon, a pancreatectomy, splenectomy 
and gall bladder removal on April 29. 
He was still recovering in the hospital 
when Farm Rescue seeded in early 
May.

Now on the road to recovery, Lehr is 
grateful to the helping hand when he 
needed it.

“I can’t say enough good things 
about the team,” he says. “I don’t know 
how we would have seeded. ... This 
was a big help.”

The application process was 
relatively simple, says Lehr, whose son 
had approached Farm Rescue  
for assistance. 

“I was just really grateful that they 
have this. It was really a lifesaver for 
us. I’m not sure that we would have 

gotten our crop in without them. I’m 
thankful that they are there for people,” 
Lehr says.

Unique assistance
Headquartered in Jamestown, 

Farm Rescue is a unique nonprofit 

coming to the rescue

Farm Rescue helped Eugene Lehr by planting 200 acres of soybeans while Lehr was in the 
hospital this spring.
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organization that plants and harvests 
crops for family farmers who have 
suffered a major injury, illness or 
natural disaster. The organization 
depends on volunteers, sponsors 
and individual donors to fund the 
operation. Farm Rescue has assisted 
more than 230 farmers since its 
inception in 2006.

Farm Rescue was founded by Bill 
Gross, a native North Dakotan and full-
time pilot for UPS Airlines. Raised on a 
family farm near Cleveland, Gross had 
the vision of helping farmers keep their 
operation afloat through a  
debilitating crisis. 

“Flying back and forth across our 
nation at 40,000 feet, Bill kept looking 
at the farms below. The changing 
demographics of rural America – 
fewer farms, less children per family, 
fewer neighbors – troubled him. And 
always in the back of his mind, he 

remembered his father’s concern about 
what would happen to their farm 
should anything debilitating happen,” 
the Farm Rescue website describes.

“So on a long flight over the Pacific 
Ocean one day, when one of Bill’s 
co-pilots asked him what he was going 
to do when he retired, Bill didn’t 
hesitate: ‘I’m going to be this Good 
Samaritan that buys a tractor and goes 
around and helps farm families plant 
their crops.’ That generated some 
laughter until his coworker realized Bill 
was serious. ‘Well, why wait until you 
retire?’ he challenged.”

That’s when Farm Rescue was 
founded. Since then, it has helped 
farm families in North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa and eastern 
Montana. Farm Rescue furnishes the 
equipment and manpower, while  
the farmer provides the seed, fuel  
and fertilizer.

To apply for assistance, farmers  
must complete an application at  
http://farmrescue.org or by calling 
701-252-2017. Applicants must have 
a viable farming operation; the Farm 
Rescue board of directors makes the 
final determination about who will 
receive assistance. 

 
 

Helping near Braddock
When Braddock farmer Mark 

Naaden had a colonoscopy, he was 
whisked to surgery the same day after 
doctors found a cancerous tumor. 
Then the chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments began, just as spring 
planting should have started. South 
Central Grain Manager Jeff Mehl 
suggested Naadan contact  
Farm Rescue.

Naaden completed the application 
process, and during the second week 
of May, Farm Rescue volunteers 
appeared, planting 400 acres of spring 
wheat in just two days.

“It was a real big help,” Naaden 
says. “They pulled into my yard in the 
afternoon and they got their machine 
set up and the guy started at 5:30 
in the afternoon and he went until 
two o’clock in the morning. That 
was more than I could have asked of 
anybody. When they say volunteers, 
it’s extraordinary.”

Naaden was recovering from 
chemotherapy treatment during 
the planting season, which left him 
nauseated and weak. He continues  
to undergo treatment this summer and 
fall.

“(Farm Rescue) helped out 
tremendously for my family,” says 
Naaden, who has five children. n

Contact safety@kemelectric.com
“Safety is so very important to all of us at KEM Electric 

Cooperative,” Co-Manager Chris Baumgartner told 
members during the cooperative’s annual meeting June 
20. “We strive to maintain the highest level of safety 
standards in our industry to ensure our employees, 
members and friends stay out of harm’s way.”  

Awareness at all times by cooperative members is one 
important aspect of safety, he pointed out.

“We ask you to look up, look around, especially when 
moving hay or operating large equipment. We have had 
some lines damaged in the past year, but fortunately no 
one was hurt,” he said. 

Members planning any underground work or 
excavation work are also required to call North Dakota 
One Call at 811 so underground utilities can be properly 
identified and marked.

Power lines installed in years past may not be tall 
enough to accommodate today’s large machinery, 
Baumgartner pointed out, so the cooperative is asking 
members to report any low wires in high-traffic areas. 
KEM Electric will make arrangements to increase  
the height. 

In fact, should members notice any potentially unsafe 
equipment involving KEM Electric Cooperative’s power 
lines, they are asked to contact the cooperative – either 
call or take a photo with your smartphone and email it to 
safety@kemelectric.com. Please include a general location 
description and/or your phone number so the cooperative 
can get in touch with you.

Safety is a team effort and you are members of  
that team! n
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Left weak and 
nauseated by 
chemotherapy 
treatments, Mark 
Naaden relied on 
Farm Rescue to 
help plant 400 
acres of spring 
wheat this year.
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Helping  
Farm  

Families  
in Crisis

WE LOVE FARMERS 
Please donate to help farm families who have experienced a major injury, illness  
or natural disaster.
With an injury rate of 4.8 per 100 workers in the agricultural sector, not to mention the countless  
illnesses that can strike unexpectedly, it’s no wonder that 11,000 farms are lost each year. That is why 
Farm Rescue was created: to help keep families on their farms despite injury, illness or natural disaster. 
With more than 230 families helped in the past seven years, the most common phrase stated by those 
helped is, “I never expected to need a program like this”. By donating just a few dollars or bushels to 
Farm Rescue, you can help maintain the livelihood of a farm family dealing with an unexpected injury, 
illness or natural disaster. You never know when you might need the assistance yourself.   

Thank you and God Bless 

“A gift opens the way and ushers the  
 giver into the presence of the great.”
  Proverbs 18:16

FARM RESCUE PLEDGE FORM
 Yes, I would like to assist Farm Rescue’s mission of helping farm families in crises.

I will donate: _________Dollars OR ___________Bushels
so Farm Rescue can help farm families who have experienced major injury, illness or natural disaster.  
Please remind me of this pledge if my commitment has not been fulfilled within six months. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________ City, State, Zip: _____________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________

Date: ____________________________________________________

Visit farmrescue.org to donate online, volunteer or refer a farm family in need of a helping hand.

Please mail this portion of the form to:
Farm Rescue, PO Box 1100, Jamestown, ND 58402
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Farm Rescue is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization
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Marcy Sanders has joined the 
KEM Electric Cooperative 
staff as a service dispatcher. 

Marcy started work June 12 at KEM 
Electric, where she assists members 
who need new services and those  
who have existing KEM Electric 
services. She works closely with  
Line Superintendent Gary Hulm 
in relaying what is needed for the 
cooperative’s members. 

Marcy grew up on a ranch near 
Towner with her three sisters. 

“I was the tomboy,” she says. “I 
grew up on a tractor and very much 
enjoyed being in the hayfield. As a 
child on the farm, I helped my father 
with the cattle and horses. I enjoyed 
riding our horses while checking 
cattle and fences and, of course, 
taking the little detours to the lake on 
horseback as well”

As a youth, Marcy was was involved 
in 4-H and FFA. Her proudest 
moment in her FFA career was 
winning the state floriculture judging 
contest, resulting with a trip to the 
national FFA convention. 

Marcy was previously employed 
in the corporate travel industry with 
Rosenbluth Travel and then later with 
American Express for a total of 19 
years. 

Looking for a new career challenge, 
Marcy now enjoys working with the 
cooperative’s maps, staking sheets and 

getting to know the 
duties of her new 
career, along with 
the responsibilities 
that it brings. 

Marcy and her 
husband, Gary, 
have been married 
for 18 years. Their 
6-year-old daughter, 
Emma, will be in 
kindergarten this fall 
at the Linton Public 
School. 

Marcy enjoys 
spending time with 
her family and 
friends. “I really 
enjoy visiting with 
elderly people, 
they are so full of 
knowledge and 
history and it 
is interesting to 
hear them speak 
of their past and 
experiences,” she 
says. “I love to garden, even though 
my husband says that I just plant it 
and he has to take care of it! Emma 
and I spend a lot of time at the pool 
and lakes, as we love to swim. And, 
of course, going back home to Dad’s 
ranch is always a joy!”

Welcome to KEM Electric 
Cooperative! n

KEM ElEctric
 coopErativE inc.

DIRECTORS:
Dean Dewald, Chairman ..................Dawson
Milton Brandner, Vice Chairman .....Zeeland
Carter Vander Wal, Sec.-Treas.  ........ Pollock
Carmen Essig, Director ..........................Lehr
John Beck, Director .............................Linton
Dean Hummel, Director ..................... Hague
Victor Wald, Director .....................Napoleon

MANAGEMENT:
Don Franklund
 & Chris Baumgartner ........... Co-Managers
Roberta Nagel ......................Office Manager
Bair Law Firm, Atty.  ........................ Mandan
HDR Engineers Inc., 
 Consulting Engr. ..........................Bismarck

Report outages to the following
toll-free number: 800-472-2673

Hazelton, Linton and Strasburg exchanges’ 
phone number: 701-254-4666

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday through Friday, 

8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Website: kemelectric.com

Email address: kem@kemelectric.com

CALL
DIGBEFORE YOU

ALWAYSOne free, easy call gets your utility lines 
marked AND helps protect you from 
injury and expense.

Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You Dig

Know what’s below. Always call 811 
before you dig. Visit call811.com for 

more information.

KEM
Electric Cooperative
Your Touchstone Energy  Cooperative

Marcy Sanders joins KEM Electric

Marcy Sanders
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